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PAPISTS 


Working with 


 Diſſenters of all Sorts, &c. 


HERE are a Sort of People a- 
mongſt us, who, whenever they 
have a Mind to raiſe ſealouſies 
and Fears in the Minds of the 
more unthinking Part of Man- 
kind, immediately cry out Pope- 


ry, Popery, as if it were even at our Doors; 
but when moſt likely to creep in, ſay never a 
Word, but rather rejoice at it: Witneſs their 


Behaviour upon King James's granting Liberty 
of Conſcience to all Papiſts as well as them- 


ſelves; it ſhall therefore be my Buſineſs in the 


following Sheets, to collect ſome Writings and 
Authentick Letters of great Perſonages, and 


even Bodies of Men, about the Time of the 


breaking out of the Rebellion in 1640. And ſo 


let the miſguided Multitude ſee, That 'tis they 
themſelves chat join and aſſiſt upon all Occaſi- 
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ons, the Papiſts againſt the Eſtabliſh'd Church 
and Government; and that I may do it the 

more impartially, I will add very little of my 
own, ſave ſome eaſy Connexions of Senſe where 
neceſſary : 
preſent the Reader with, is 


The Firſt Thing therefore 1 ſhall 
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A Letter from Sir William Boſwell, to the 
moſt Reverend William Laud, late Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, among#t Sir Robert 


Cotton's choice Papers. 


Moſt Reverend, 


vancement; neither can I omit (whenever I meet 
with Treacheries or Conſpiracies againſt the Church 
and State of England) the ſe nding your Grace an 
Account in General. I fear Matters will not an- 


ſwer your Expettations, if youn Grace do but ſe- 
riouſly weigh them with Deliberation. For be you 
aſſured, the Romiſh Clergy have gulld the miſled 


Party of our Engliſh Nation, and that under 4 


Puritanical Dreſs, for which the ſeveral Frater- 
nities of that Church, have lately received Indul- 
gence from the See of Rome, and Council of Car- 
dinals, or to Educate ſeveral of the young Friars 
of the Church of Rome, who be Natives of his 
Majeſty's Realms and Dominions, and inſtrutt 


them in all manner of Principles and Tenents con- 


trary to the Epiſcopacy of the Church of England. 


There 


IT am here employed by our Sovereign Lord 
\ the King, your Grace can teſtiſie, that 1 
have left no Stone unturned for his Majeſty's Ad- 
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There be in the Town of Hague, to my certain 
Knowledge, two dangerous Impoſtors, of whom I 


have given Notice to the Prince of Orange, who 
have i 


the Northern Coaſts of England. Let therefore 


His Majeſty have an inkling of theſe Crotchets, that 
be might be perſwaded, whenever Matters of the 
Church come. before you to refer them to your Grace, 
and the Epiſcopal Party of the Realm ; for there 
be great Preparations making ready againſt the 


Liturgy and Ceremonies of the Church of Eng- 


land: And all evil Contrivances here and in 


France, and in other Proteſtant Holdings, to make 


your Grace and the Epiſcopacy odious to all Reform- 


ed Proteſtants abroad : it has wrought ſo much on 


divers of the Foreign Miniſters of the Proteſtants, 
that they eſteem our Clergy little better than Pa- 
piſts. The main Things that they hit in our Teeth 
are, our Biſhops being called Lords ; the Service of 
the Church; the Croſs in Baptiſm; Confirmation, 


Bowing at the Name of Jeſus ; the Communion- Ta- 
ble placed Altar-ways ; our manner of Conſecrati- 
ons; and ſeveral other Matters, which be of late 
bauzz'd into the Heads of the Foreign Clergy, to 
„„ e 


arge Indulgences granted them, and known 
to be of the Church of Rome, although they ſeem 
Puritans; and do converſe with ſeveral of our En- 
gliſn Factors. 3 # 
The one, James Murray, a Scotchman, and the 
other John Napper, 4 York-ſhire Blade. The 
main drift of theſe Intentions is, to pull down the 
Engliſh Epiſcopacy, as being the chief Support of 
the Imperial Crown of our Nation; for which Pur- 
poſe above ſixty Romiſh Clerg y-men are gone with- 
in theſe two Tears out of the Monaſteries of the 
French King's Dominions, to Preach up the Scotch 
Covenant, and Mr. Knox his Diſcipline and Rules 
wit hin that Kirk, and to ſpread the ſame about 
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make your Grievances the leſs regarded, in caſe of 


a change; which is aimed at, if not ſpeedily pre- 


vented. 


Gentleman's own Hands unto the Prince. 5 


Tour Grace's Letter is carefully delivered by my 5 


Thus craving your Grace's hearty Prayers for 
my Undertakings abroad, as alſo for my ſafe Ar- 
rival, that I may have the Freedom to kiſs your 
| Grace's Hands, and to tell you more at large of 


theſe Things, I reſl, © „ 

; RO. . 85 Grace's moſt 

Hague, June 12. Humble Servant, 
EE. =» EO 3 


A Letter from the Right Reverend J. Bram- 
hall, Biſhop of Derry, (afterwards Pri- 
mate of Ireland) to the moſt Reverend 


| 
; 
F 
1 


James Uſher, Archbiſhop of Ardmagh. - 


Taken out of Dr. Parr's Treaſury of 
choice Letters, &c. e 


Moſt Reverend, 


Thank God I do take my Pilgrimage patiently; 
| yer cannot but condole the Change of the Church 
and State of England. And more in my Pilgri- 1 


mage than ever, becauſe I dare not witneſs and 


declare to that ftraying Flock of our Brethren in 
England, who have miſled them, and who they are 
that feed them. But that your Lordſhip may be 


more ſenſible of the Churches Calamities, and 4 
— CME NT Ng T 6 


1 E 3 
the Danger ſhe is in of being Ruined, if God be 
not merciful unto her; I have ſent you a part of 
my Diſcoveries, and it from credible Hands at this 
preſent, having ſo ſure a Meſſenger, and ſo fit an 
Opportunity. „ 3555 
It plainly appears, That in the Tear 1646. by 
Order from Rome, above 100 of the Romiſh Ger- 
oy were ſent into England, conſiſting of Engliſh, 
Scotch, and Iriſh, who had been Educated in 
France, Italy, Germany and Spain; part of theſe 
mithin the ſeveral Schools there appointed for their 
Inſtruction. In each of theſe Romiſh Nurſeries, 
| theſe Scholars were Taught ſeveral HandicraftTrades 
and Callings, as their Ingenuities were moſt bend- 
ing, beſides their Orders, or Funttions of that 
They have many yet at Paris a fitting up to be 
ſent over, who twice in the Week oppoſe one the 
bother; one pretending Presbytery, the other Ju- 
dependency ; ſome Anabaptiſm, and other con- 
trary Tenents, dangerous and prejudicial to the 
Church of England, and to all the Reformed 
Churches hereabroad. But they are wiſely pre- 
paring to prevent theſe Deſigns, which I heartily 
wiſh were conſidered in Englind among the Wiſe 
GE ĩͤ ay Were ; 
When the Romiſh Orders do thus argue Pro 
and Con, there is appointed one of the Learned 
of thoſe Convents to take Notes and to judge; 
and as he finds their Fancies, whether for Preſ- 
bytery, Independency, Anabaptiſm, Atheiſm, or 
for any new Tenents, fo accordingly they be to 
act, and to exerciſe their Wits. Upon their 
Permiſſion when they be ſens abroad, they enter 
their Names in the Convent Regiſtry, alſo their 
Licences: If a Franciſcan, if a Dominican, or 
Jeſuit, or any other Qrder, having ſeveral Names 
_— PR CO oe, there 
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to change their Names or Habit. 


And thoſe of the King's Party asking 
rook with the Parliament's ſide, and asking others 
whether they were Bewitched to turn Puritans, not 
knowing the Deſign: But at laſt, ſecret Bulls, and 
Licenſes being produced by thoſe of the Parliament's 
fide ;, it was declared between them, There was 


ſwered, Would to God it were come to that point. 


181 ö 
here Entered in their Licence; in caſe of 4 Diſ- 
cover) in one place, then to fly to another, and there 
For an Aſſurance of their Conſtancy to their 
ſeveral Orders, they are to give monthly. Intelli- 
gence ta their Fraternities, of all Affairs where- 


| ever they be diſperſed ; ſo that the Engliſh abroad, | 


know News better than ye at home. 


When they return into England, they are Taught 
their Leſſon, to ſay (if any enquire from whence 
they come) I hat they were poor Chriſtians. for- 
merly that fled beyond Sea for their Religion 
Sake, and are now Returned, with glad News, 


to enjoy their Liberty of Conſcience. | 
. The 100 Men that went over 1646, were mot 
of them Soldiers in the Parliament's Army, and 
were daily to correſpond with thoſe Romaniſts in 
our late King's Army that were lately at Oxford, 
and Pretended to Fight for His Sacred Majeſty : 
For at that Time there were ſome Roman Cat ho- 


licks, who did not know the Deſign a contriving 
ad ainſt our Church and State of England. 9 
But the Year following, 1647. many of thoſe 


Romiſh Orders, who came over the Tear before, 


were in Conſultation together, knowing each other. 
* why they 


no better Deſign to Confound the Church of 
England, than by pretending Liberty of Con- 


ſcience. It was argued then, that England would 


be a ſecond Holland, a Common- wealth; and 
sf ſo, what would become of the King? It was an- 


It 


OY] 


It was again replyed, Your Selves bavi Preached ſo 


much againſt Rome, and his Holineſs, that Rome 
and her Romaniſts will be little the better for 
that Change; But it was anſwered, Jou ſhall have 


Maſs ſufficient for 100000 in a ſhort ſpace, and 
the Governours never the wiſer. Then fome of the 


mercifulleſt of the Romaniſts ſaid, This cannot be 


done unleſs the King Die: Upon which Argument, 
the Romiſh Orders thus Licenſed, and in the Par- 
liament Army, wrote unto their ſeveral Convents, 
but eſpecially to the Sorboniſts, whether it may be 
ſcrupled to make away our late oy King, and His 


Majeſty His Son, 223 and Maſter; who, 


Bleſſed be God, hath eſcaped their Romiſh Snares 
laid for him? It was returned from the Sorbo- 
niſts, Thar it was lawful for Roman Catholicks to 
work Changes in Governments for the Mother 
Church's Advancement, and may in an Hereti- 
e away the King. 
Thus much to my Knowledge, have I ſeen. 
and heard ſince my leaving your Lordſhip, 


cal Kingdom, and ſo lawfully ma 


which I thought very requiſite to inform your 


Grace ; for my ſelf would hardly have credited 


theſe Things, had not mine Eyes been ſure Evi- 
dence of the ſame. Let theſe Things ſleep within 
| Jour Gracious Lordſhip's Breaſt, and not awake 
but upon ſure Grounds, for this Age can truſt no 
Man, there being ſo great Fallacy amongſt Men. 
So the Lord preſerve your Lordſhip in Health, for 
the Nations Good, and the Benefit of your Friends; 
which ſhall be the Prayers of, „ 


Vour Humble Servant, 


July, 20. 16 54. 1 
ee e J. Derenſis. 
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1 
Agreeable to this Letter Biſhop Bramhall in 
his excellent Anſwer to Mr. Litire, a French 
Papiſt, when the Monſieur reflected on the 
Bromniſts, 8 and Presbyterians, becauſe 
of their Diviſions, ſaith, That he wonder'd he 
ſhould be ſo Cholerick againſt them, for certainly 
they bave. done you (viz. the Papiſts) more Ser- 
vice in England, than ever you could have done 

for your ſelves, pag. 33. "PTS" 


. 4 
— „ _ . 


Dy. Du Moulin, in his Anſwer to Philanax | 
Anglicus i pag. 58, 59, Kc. has what | | 


p _— 


follows. 


 _IXNYTHEXN the Tranſactions of the late bad 
1 Iimes (faith the Doctor) are ripe for 
. Riſtory and Time, the Preſerver of Truth hath 
diſcovered, the Myſtery of Iniquity, and the 
Depths of, Satan which bath wrought ſo much 
Miſchief, it will be found that the late Rebelli- 
on was rais'd and fofter'd by the Arts of the 
Court of Rome; that Jeſuits profeſs'd themſelves 
Independants, Fifth Monarchy-men, &C. that they 
might pull down the Exgliſb Monarchy and 
Church, and that in their Committees, for the 
Deſtruction of the King and Church, they had 
their Spies and Agents. The Roman Prieſt and 
Confeſſor is alſo known, who when he ſaw the 
| Fital Stroke given to our Holy King and Mar- 
tyr, brandifſh'd his Sword, and ſaid, Now the 
greateſt Enemy we have in the World is gone. — 
ben che News of that horrible Execution 
came A, a riotet at Gentleman of good 


| La) 

Credit was preſent in a Company of Jeſvited 
Perſons ; where, after great Expreſſions of Joy, 
the graveſt of the Company ſpake much after 


this Sort, touching the King's Promiſe, though 
it was falſe what he ſaid: The King of England 


(ſaid he) at his Marriage promiſed us the re eſta- 


bliſhing of the Roman Catholick Religion in Eng- 
land, and when he delayed to fulfil his Promiſe, 


we warn d him from time to time to perform it; 


we came ſo far as to tell him, That if he would not 


do it, we fhould bring him to bis Deſtruction. We 
have given him lawful warning, and when no warn- 
ing would ſerve, we have kept our Word to him, 


ſince he would not keep his Word to w. 

3 That grave Rabbi's Sentence agreeth with 
this certain Intelligence, which ſhall be juſtified 
 whenſoever Authority will require it, That the 


Year before the King's Death a ſele& Number 


of Engliſh Jeſuits were ſent from their whole 


Party into England; firſt to Paris to conſult. 
with the Faculty of Sorbon, then altogether 
Jeſuited, to whom they put this Queſtion in 

Writing, That ſeeing the State of England was 

in a likely Poſture to change Government, whe- 


ther it was lawful for the Catholicks to work 
that Change, for the Advantage and ſecuring 


of the Catholick Cauſe in England, by making 


away the King, whom there was no Hope to 
turn away from his Hereſie? Which was an- 


ſwered Affirmatively. After which the ſame 
Perſons went to Rome, where the ſame Queſt i- 


on being propounded and debated, it was con- 


cluded by the Pope and his Council, That it 
was both lawful and expedient for the Catho- 
licks to promote that Alteration of State. What 
followed that Conſultation and Sentence, all the 
ER CEE , 
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World knoweth; and how the Jeſuits went to 
work, God knoweth; and Time the Diſcoverer 
of Truth will let us know. But when this hor- 
rible Parricide committed on the King's ſacred 
Perſon was ſo univerſally cried down, as the 


many Ages, the Pope commanded all the Pa- 
pers about that Queſtion to be gather'd up and 
burnt. In Obedience to which Order, a Roman 


ſhew'd it to a Proteſtant Friend of his, and re- 


Practice. FT 
At the firſt appearing of this Charge, it 


was much concerned in it) that they caſt them- 
ſelves at the King's Feet to crave juſtice againſt 
me; yet, upon another Pretence, which was 
the mention! had made (a'ter Mr. Prin and Mr. 


Nom our greateſt Enemy is cut off : But, vpon 
great Clamour was ſiddenly huſh'd, only they 
won the Qneen- Mother to beſcech the King, 
that 1 micht be forbidden to make any more 


ten the secretary of State (yet iu a gracious 


greateſt Villany that had been committed in 


Cathoſ ick in Paris was demanded à Copy, which 
he had of thoſe Papers; but the Gentleman wo 
had lime to conſider and deteſt the Wicked- 
neſs of that Project, refuſed to give it, but 


Jaicd to him the whole Carriage of this Nego- 
_ riation, with great Abhorrency of the Jeſuits 


ſtruck ſuch. a Terror among the Gentlemen of 
Somerſet-Houſe, (where a Man of great Note 


Foulis) of the Prieſt flouriſhing with his Sword 
when the King's Head was'cut, off aud ſaying, 


ſobercr Thoughts, after Three or Four Days the 


Books, Which was exproTeu to me in a Letter 


counſ cha, way) from my Great and- Good 
Mater, that it was my wiſcſt Courſe to for- 
bear Writing Books in Eng ih, becauſe it was 


nor ny Native Language, which Prohibition 
5 3 „ 


ET ] 


was taken away, when I cauſed the ſame Book 
to be Reprinted, Anno Dom, 1668. 


And ſuch was the violent Diſtraction of theſe 


guilty Perſons, who were between Anger and 
Fear, that when they ſeem'd moſt fervent to 
fall upon me, they were cowed by their own. 
Guiltineſs; and they were ſo prudent as to take 
Order among themſelves, that none ſhould pro- 
voke me (by writing againſt me) to write a- 


gain: For I heard nothing of them for Five 


or Six Years, till a young Nobleman, the Earl 
of Caſtlemain, took the Field againſt me. Mr. 
Creſſy ſeeing the Ice broken, followed him. The 
Earl added in a Third Edition, That I rx; de- 
fed by Papiſts, and ſollicited by Proteſtanis, to 
male good my Words; and he ſays true; but | 
have now defied the Papiſts Seventeen Vears to 


call me in Queſtion before my Judges, id | do 


ſoo ſtill; but inſtead of calling nie their Ac ſcn, 
to bring forth my Proofs, they labour te ce 
me, and choſe to lie under the Guilt, i: read 
of taking the open legal way for their Juſtiſi- 


cation. . „ 
As for the Sollicitations of Proteſtants, my 
Requeſt to them is, that they would con'ider 


the firſt Line of my Charge; viz. This Intelli— 


ence ſhall be juſtified whenioever Authority 


| ſhall require it, ſo that I cannot in Duty bring 
forth the moſt eſſential Teſtimonies, beg 1 he 
bid by Authority. Should 1 do otherwiſe, che 
Fault would be as great in point of Priudcaco, 
as in that of Duty; for I ſhonld thereby make 
my Adverſaries my Judges, who might detort 
the Teſtimonies. This then being of ſo lieh 

a Nature, I will ſtand to this Reſolution, to an- 
ſpwer no Summons, but uch as are back' d 


i) 
publick Authority : And here, tor to give chach 


tar- 
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farther Satisfaction, he prints a Letter he re- 
ceived from Sir William Morrice; part of it, 
which relates to this Concern, followeth : 


8 IR., 3 e 
Though cannot give Atteſtat ion to all 
the Circumſtances which you mention, yet to the 
Subſtance of that you deſire me to bear Witneſs 
to, I ſhall ſay, That the King my Maſter gave 


me his Command ſoon upon the coming forth of your 
Anſwer to Philanax Anglicus, to ſignifie bis Plea- 
ſure, that you ſhould write no more in Engliſh, as, 
which being not wernacular to you, he ſaid you 

were not 12 Maſter —— — Vou know in 


what Truſt and Capacity J ſerved His Majeſty, 


and what it was my Duty to ſay, and whereof 
to be ſilent ; but this I may ſay ſafely, and will 


do it confidently, that many Arguments did 


create a violent Suſpicion, very near convincing 5 


Evidences, That the Irreligion of the Papiſts 


was chiefly guilty of the Murder of that Ex- 


cellent Prince — I applaud your pious Zeal 
and good Deſions, and vote ha'py Succeſs to your 
Undertakinos, with reward proportionable, &c. 


Mr. Pryn's Intelligence confirmed mine, who 
ſaith, (in his true and per fett Narrative, pag. 46.) 
That our late Excellent King having aſſented in the 


Treaty of the Iſle of Wight, to paſs Five ſtrit 
Bills againſt Popery, The Jeſuits in France, at 4 
general Meeting there, preſently reſolved to bring 
him to Fuſtice, and take off his Head, by the Power 
of their Friends in the Army, as the King himſelf 
was certified by an Expreſs from thence, and wiſhed 


10 provide againſt it but two Days before his Re- 
moval by the Army from the Iſle of Wight to bis 


Execution. 


1 
It were worth the Enquiry upon what Ground 
the Author of Fair Warning affirmeth, pag. 35, 
36, 37. (in the Second Part of 120 Prophecies, 
concerning the Return of Popery) That Father 
Sibthorp, in a Letter to Father Medcalfe, ac- 
knowledgeth the Jeſuits to have contriv'd the Mur- 


ther of the King, and that Sarabras was preſent, 
and triumphing at the Murther of his ſacred Ma- 


jet. 


In purſuance of the Order from Rome, for the 


pulling down both the Monarch and Monarchy 
of England, many Jeſuits came over, who took 


ſeveral Shapes to go about their Work, but 

moſt of them took Party in the Army. About 
Thirty of them, or their Diſciples, were met 

by a Proteſtant Gentleman between Roan and 


Diepe, to whom they faid, (taking him for one 
of the Party) That they were going into England, 
and would take Arms in the Independent Army, 
and endeavour to be Agitators. (This agrees 


with the Account Biſhop Brambal! gave in his 


Letter to Biſhop Uſher.) 


+ 


In the Year 1640. there was diſcovered to 


the Archbiſhop of Canterbury a Defign, in which 


the Pope, Cardinal Richlieu, and many of the 


Engliſb Papiſts, but eſpecially the Jeſuits, were 
concerned, in ſtirring up thoſe Diviſions that 


had juſt before broke out in Scotland for the 
Ruin of the King and of the Archbiſhop. This 


may be ſeen at large in the Hiſtories of thoſe 


Times, and the very Papers themſelves may be 
found in Mr. Ryſhworth's Collections, Vol, 3. pag. 
1310. &c. Sir William Boſwell likewiſe at the 
_ Hague, made the like Diſcovery in his Letter 


to the Archbiſhop. _ | 


Father Salmonet declares in his Hiſtory of 
our Civil Wars, printed in France with the 
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Allowance of the King, That aſter the Engage- 
ment at Edgehill, ſeveral Romiſh Papiſts were 


found among the ſlain of the Farliament Army. 
And adds, T hat the Parliament had two Compa- 
nies of Walloons, beſides others of that Religion 

es troubles d' 


When the Rebellion alſo broke out in Ireland, 


it was we know bleſs'd with His Holineſs's 
Letters, and aſſiſted by his Nuncio, whom he 
ſent on Purpoſe thither for that Service. | 
And that the Papiſts had a flying Squadron 
in the Parliament Army. How boldly ſoever 
this may be denied by ſome, there is another 
Proof beyond Exception in a Declaration of 
King Charles I. that he ſent to the Kingdom of 
Scotland, dated April 21. 1643. which hath 
been ſeveral Times Printed. And as an Author 
that wrote the Hiſtory of the late Civil Wars 


has aſſured us, the clean Draught of it, cor- 


rected in ſome Places with the King's own Hand, 
is yet extant, ſo that it cannot be pretended 
that this was only a bald Aſſertion of ſome 


of the King's Miniſters, that might be ill affect- 


ed to their Party. In that Declaration the King 


ſtudied to poſſeſs his Subjects of Scotland, with 


the juſtice of his Cauſe, and among other 

Things to clear himſelf of the Imputation, that 
he had an Army of Papiſts about him. After 

many Things ſaid on that Head, theſe Words 


are added, Great Numbers of that Religion have 


been with Alacrity entertained in that Rebellious 


Army againſt us, and others have been ſeduced, to 


| whom we had formerly denied Employments, as 
appears. by the Examination of many Priſoners, of 


whom we have taken Twenty or Thirty at a Time of 
that Religion in one Troop, or Company. The Gre . 
| | 5 Ait 


. 
dit of this Teſtimony is not to be diſputed; 
but no Diſcoveries, how evident ſoever they 


may be, can affect ſome ſort of Men, that have 


a ſecret againſt Bluſhing. This alſo plainly lets 
us ſee, how that under the diſſembled Diſguiſe 
of being of their Parties, the ſubtle Prieſts and 
| Jefuits have crept in, and mix'd themſelves a- 
mong our dividing Sectaries, and cunningly 


made them the unhappy Tools and Inſtruments 
to effect their moſt pernicious Deſigns and Con- 
_ trivances, which otherwiſe, without their Aid, 


they would not be able to compaſs; and that 


the ſame Method, not covertly but openly, is 


ſtill practiſed, is too palpable to be gainſaid. 


God grant the Eyes of our Diſſenting Brethren 


may be timely open'd, for the ſeaſonable pre- 


venting the Miſer ies and Evils that threaten our 
Government, that they may not only ſee, but 
follow the Things that belong to the Peace and 
| Proſperity of our Church and State, before 


they are hid from their Eyes. 


A Proteſtant Lady living in paris in the time 
of our late Calamities, was perſwaded by a 


Jeſuit, going in Scarlet, to turn Roman Catholicꝶ; 


and when the diſmal News of the King's Mur- 


ther came to Paris, this Lady, as all other good 
Engliſh Subjects, was moſt deeply afflicted with 


it; and when this Scarlet Divine came to ſee 


her, and found her melted in Tears, about that 
heavy and common Diſaſter, he told her with 


a ſmiling Countenance, That ſhe had no Reaſon 


to lament, but rather to rejoice, ſeeing that the 
Catholicks were rid of their greateſt Enemy, and 
that the Cut holick Cauſe was much furthered by his 


| Death. Upon which the Lady put the Man 
down the Stairs in great Anger, ſaying, If that 


be your Religion, 1 have done with it for ever 
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And God hath given her the Grace to make her 

Word good hitherto. =, nao Fetal 
Many Intelligent Travellers can tell of the 


great Joy among the Engliſh Convents and Se- 


minaries for the King's Death, as having over- 


come their Enemy, and done their main work 


for their Settlement in England, of which they 
made themſelves fo fare, that the Benedifines 
were in great Care that the Feſuits ſhould not 


get their Land, and the Engliſh Nuns were con 
_ tending who ſhould be Abbeſſes in England. 


An underſtanding Gentleman viſiting the 


Friars of Dunkirk, put them upon the Diſcourſe | 
of the King's Death, and to pump out their 
vence about it, ſaid, That the Feſairs had la- 

| bour'd very much to compaſs that great Work; 
to which they anſwered, That the Feſwirs would 


Engroſs to themſelves the Glory of all great 


and good Works, and of this among other 
Works; whereas they had laboured as dili- 
gently - 
was ſtriving for the Glory of that Atchievment, 
and the Friars ſhew'd themſelves as much Jefuited Þ| 


and effectually for it as they; ſo there 


as the Jeſuits. The ſame Gentleman who in his 
Travels hath found them in ſeveral Places jea- 
lous of the Glory, which the Jeſuits aſcribed 
to their only Order to have promoted the King's 


Death, whereas other Orders had been as active 
as they, in that great Atchicvement. | 
Il cannot leave unobſerved, that in the Height 


of the late Uſurpation and Tyranny, two 


Heads of the Gun- powder Traitors that were 
ſet up upon the Houſe of Lords, were taken 
down, not by high Winds, but by the ſame 


Zeal which had plotted that Treaſon, and with 


| rhe leave of Traytors of another Feather, which 


in time we may hear to be fhrined up in Gold, 


© }Þ 
as Holy Relicks, and working Miracles; By) 
this we ſee, what a good Accord, and friendly . 
Correſpondence there was between theſe two 
Parties, that ſeemed ſo contrary to each other. 
That Jeſuits and other Romaniſts were the 
 Hatchers of thoſe miſerable Broils and Trou- 
bles which befel our Church and State in the 
late Times of Confuſion and U ſurpation, and 
were the chief Cauſers and Fomenters of the 
Perſecutions and Clamours againft the King, 
Biſhops, and the other Loyal Orthodox Clergy, 
appears by Father Sibt borp's Letter to Father 
Meacalfe ;, part of which is as follows. 
„ And now (faith he) they are pulling down 
de that Wall which at once adorned and defend» 
ce ed their Way, 1 mean their Government, 
ce their Vineyard (as they uſed to ſay) is laid 
„ waſte, that the Wild Beaſts of the Foreſt 
„may come in, and upon this Ground we pro- 
e ceed ſo ſure, that however Things happen 
cet we ſhall have the Advantage; for either this 
« Attempt will prevail againſt the Governours 
« and Government of the Church, or it will 
ce not: If it doth, then all the ableſt and wiſeſt 
* Men are like to he removed, and their Places 
<* filed with weak; ignorant Men, and ductile 
** Worldlings, that will always be on the ſtrong or 
Side, and their Ends will be eaſily obtained. But 
« if there be any Oppoſition, Murmuring and 
e Diſcontents, either it will proyoke the Diſ- 
©. contented to open Defence and Reſiſtance, 
£ or not: If not, then their Diſcontents will 
hurt none but themſelves; if it do, then ei- 
* ther: they will be cruſhed in the Beginning, 
* orbeable to bring it to a War: If the firſt, 
e then we ſhall have the Day, and this to boot, 
& That they ſhall lie under the Odium of Re- 


a. 


2 


n 
IG 5 


— 1 


o (N — - 
Gans ooh an * 


WELLS. Ne 


— 


" 
— 
- . — ae ane PE — * 
5 4 „4 » _ — * 


te 


4 y_ . N 2 * . CRY / df] Fas we — : S % . _y —_— 
— 2 x - N % * : P 
% Y - - * 
LY . 4 : 
3 * » * * 
. * 3 ; _— * — 4 a 


2 2» « 2 * 


SR 5 
& hellion, and be trod the lower, ſo as to be 
< the leſs able ever to riſe, and we ſhall with 


Eaſe drive on the Change to a higher De- 
gree in Oppoſition to ſo odious a Party. But 
if they be able to make a War of it, either 
they will be conquered or conquer, or make 
Peace: The laſt is the moſt unlikely, be-. 


_ *© cauſe 33 and Engagements will pre- 
_* ſently 


multiplied, ſo that an apparent Ne- 
ceſſity will ſeem to lie on each Party, not to 

truſt the other, and the Flames are eaſier to 
be kept in: But if ſo unlikely a Thing ſhould. 


come to paſs, yet it muſt needs be to our 


Advantage; for we will ſeem openly to ap- 
pear for the King, and ſo in England and 


cc Treland we ſhall be conſiderable. He will 4 


remember that he was helped by us, and 
look on the Puritans as Rebels, and take his 
next Advantage againſt them, or at leaſt be 
atagreater Diſtance from them than before, tor 
ſuch a War will neyer out of his Mind, nor 


will he think himſelf ſafe till he hath diſabled 


them from doing the like again. Again, if 
one Party Conquer, it will be the King or the 
* Puritans; if the King prevail, then will the 
' Puritans be totally trod down, and we, by 


© whoſe Help the Victory is got, ſhall cer- 


tainly be incomparably better than we are, 
if we have not preſently all our Will; for our 
“% Fidelity will be cricd up, the Rebels will be 


« odious, ſo that their very Names will be 7 
„ Scorn, and there will be no great Reſiſtance 


of us: But if the Puritans get the Day, yet 


« ſhall we make great Advantage of it. For 
„ Firſt, They will be unſettled, and all in Pieces, 


and not know how to ſettle the Government. Se- 


t. condly, We ſhall neceſſitate the Puritans to z 


[ 21 ] 
* keep the King a Priſoner, or elſe put him to 
Death; if they keep him Priſoner, his Dili- 
44 pence, his Friends, and their own Diviſions, 
ce will either work his Deliverance, and give 
© him the Day again by our Help, or at leaſt 
will keep the State in a continued Unſettled- 
© neſs, and will be an Odium on them. If they 
© cut him off (which we will rather promote, 
* leaſt they ſhould make Uſe of his Extremi- 
ee ties to any Advantage) then, firſt, we ſhall 
ce procure the Odium of King-killing to fall 
c upon them, which they are wont to caſt up- 
* onus, and ſo we ſhall disburthen our ſelves. 
„ Secondly, we fhall have them all to Pieces in 
© Diſtractions; for, Thirdly, either they will 
then ſet up a new King, or the Parliament 
will keep the Power, changing the Govern- 
c ment into a Democracy; the firſt cannot be 
done without great Concuſſions and new Wars, 
and we ſhall have an Opportunity to have a 
Hand in all; and when it is done, it may be 
e much to our Advantage. The ſecond will 
« apparently by Factions and Diſtractions give 
« us footing for continual Attempts. But to 
make all ſure, we will ſecretly have our Party a- 
mong the Puritans alſo, that we may be ſure to 
de maintain our Intereſt, which Way ſocver the 
% World goes. | „% ͤð ͤð2U 
Ihhis Politick Letter of Father Sibthorp being 
written ſome little Time before the late Civil 
Wars, the Event and other Diſcoveries like 
this, ſhews to whom the Contrivances of that 
abominable Rebellion and Uſurpation is owing, 
and how much the Papiſts love to fiſh in our 
_ troubled Waters. This Letter was printed in 
the Year 1663. in the Book called, 4 Word in 
Seaſon, or the great Plot for reſtoring Popery, by 
e e  - 
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eppoſing Uniformity; a very uſeful Book wherein ſes 
veral Diſcoveries are made of the Papiſts In- 
treagues, how much they have tamper'd with our 


Diſſenters, fomented our Diviſions, and thereby 
promoted the Growth of Popery in our Nation. 


Mr. Richard Baxter's Diſcovery and Confeſ 
fron, how much the Papiſts inſinuated them- 


\ ſelves among the ſeveral Sorts of Seftaries, 
for the reſtoring of Popery, and the deſtroyr 
ing our Church and State, in his Key for 
Catholicks, Pag. 326, 327, &c. 


A teſtant Party, tho' they were moſt averſe. 


T* E perſecuted Nonconformiſis of the pro- is 


to Papiſts, yet had ſome of the Popiſh Brood at laſt 
erept in among them; not only to ſpy out their Minds 
and Ways, but to head the Party, and jow among 
them the Seed of further Diſcontent and Errour, and 


to make them a Nurſery of various Sects. For e- 
very where, by their good Will, the Jeſuits will 
have ſome. If you ask me for Proof of this, 


I ſhall at this Time give you the Words of the 


Jeſuit's Letter recited by Mr. Pry, Introd. pag. 
90. I cannot chuſe (ſaith the Jeluit) but laugh to 
ſee how ſome of our own Coat have reincounter d 


themſelves, you would ſcarce know them if you ſam 


them, and it is admirable how in Speech and Geſture 
they act the Puritans. Ihe Cambridge Scholars, 
to their woful Experience, ſhall ſee we can bet- 
ter at the Puritaus than they have done the Jeſuits. 
They have abuſed our ſacred Patron St. Ignatius in 


Ih 
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jeſt, but we will make them ſmart for it in earneſt ;, 


I thope you will excuſe my merry Digreſſion, 


for I confeſs it to you, I am at this Time tranſ- 
8 with Joy, to ſee how happily all Inſtru- 

nents and Means, as well great as leſſer, co- ope- 
rate to our Purpoſes, &c. ee e 


How far they crept into all Societies under 
the Name of Independents is opened by ſo many 
already in Print as there needs no more to be 
added to. it. And it is a Thing notorious, that 
they have crept in among the Anabaptiſts, and 
tomented that Set. The ry of the Scotch 

elf a Jew, and 
ave the Anabapt iſts the glory of his Conver- 
ſion and Rebaptizing, who was afterwards 


Miſſionary ' that pretended him 


diſcovered at New-caſtle, is publiſhed and com- 
monly known ; and too many others have more 
neatly play'd their game. And though pony 
of the more ſoher Anabaptifts, would not be ſo 
uſeful to the Papiſts as they have expected, 


Tet multitudes of them too far anſwered their expect a- 5 


ions... | 


I ſhall tell you next, of ſome of thoſe Hereſies, 


or Parties among us, that are the Papiſts own 


ſpawn, or progeny, either they laid the egg, or 
hatch'd it, or both. And it is moſt certain that 


Libertiniſm, or Freedom for all Religions, was 


ſpawned by the Jeſuits, who hate it in Spain, Italy 


and France, but love it in England. I have met 


with the masked Papiſts my ſelf that have been 
very zealous and buſie to promote this Liberty of 


Conſcience (as they deceitfully call it;) for by this 
means they may have Liberty for themſelves, and 


liberty to break us in Pieces by Sects; and alſo li- 
herty under the vixour of a Seltary of any tolerated 


ſort, to oppoſe he Miniſtry and Doctrine of Truth. — 
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There are alſo ſome juggling Papiſts, eſpeci- 


ally in our Councils, Civil and Eccleſiaſtick, that 


ly their game by over-doing, and making every thing 
T be Pop and Antichriſtian, to cz us Te = 5 
treamt:, and into opinions, in which we may be eaſily 

| baffled, and its not a little that thay have won of us 
at this game. |[ ln this book of Mr. Baxter a 
great deal more to this purpoſe may be ſeen; 


ow much the Papiſts work their deſigns by the 


means of our Sectaries, whom they decoy. _ 
And farther Mr. Baxter. in 1671. alittle before 
the Indulgence then came forth, was ſo ſenſible 
of the Miſchief of Sepration, that he ſaith in his 
Preface to the defence of the cure of Church Diviſions, 
p. 17. That our Diviſions gratify the Papiſts, and 
greatly hazard the Proteſtant Religion, and that more 
than moſt of you ſeemeth to believe or regard, where 
he ſpeaks to the ſeparating People; and among 
bother great Conveniences which he mentions, _ 
this is one; That Popery will get by it fo great 
advantage as may hazard ns all, and we may loſe 
that which the ſeveral Parties do contend about. 
Andp. 52. &c. He faith, that two ways Pope- 
ry will grow out of our diviſions. 55 
Firſt, By the odium and ſcorn of our diſagre- 
ments, in conſiſtency and multiplied Sects, they 
will perſwade people, that we muſt come for uni- 


ty tothem, orelſe run mad andcrumble into Duſt 


and individuals. Thouſands have been drawntoPo= 


pery or confirmed in it by this argument already, 


and | am perſwaded that all the arguments elſe in 
Bellarmine, and all other Books that ever were 
written, have not done ſo much to make Papiſts 
in England as the multitude of Sets among our 
ſelves ; yea, ſome Profeſſors of Religious ſtrict-. 
neſs, of great eſteem for Godlineſs, have turned 
Papiſts themſelves when they were giddy and 
F e 


FI LET 
wearied with turnings, and when they had run 
from Sect to Sect and found no conſiſtency in any. 

Secondly, Either the Papiſts by increaſing the 


diviſions would make them be accounted ſediti- 
ous, rebellious and dangerons to the publick 
peace, or elſe when ſo many parties are conſtrain. 


ed to begand wait for Liberty, the Papiſts may 
not be ſhut ont alone, but have tolerati on witt 
the reſt. And, ſaith he, ſhall they uſe on r hands 


to do their works, and pull their freedom out of 


the fire ? We have already unſpeakably ſerved them 
both in this, and in abating the Odium of the Gun- 
powder- plot and their other Treaſons, Inſurrections 
and Spaniſh-invaſion. „ 


And as the Reverend and Learned Doctor Stii- 
ling fleet in the Preface to his excellent Book Enti- 


tuled, The unreaſonableneſt of Separation, ſaith, 


de If we trace the foot-ſteps of our Separation, 


ce we ſhall find the Jeſuitical Party had a great 


| « influence on the very firſt beginnings of ir, for 
„ which we muſt conſider, that when the Church 


4 of England was reſtored in Queen Elizabeth's 


ce Reign, there was no open Separation from the 


„ Communion of it for ſeveral years, neither by 


& Papiſts, nor Nonconformiſts : At laſt the more 
“ zealous Party of the Foreign ?rieſts and Jeſuits, 


« finding this compliance would in the end ut- 
ce terly deſtroy the Popiſh intereſt in England, 


“ raiſed ſome heat among themſelves, but at laſt 
„„ the way of Separation prevail'd as the more 
pure and perfect way. But this was not thought 
“ ſufficient by theſe buſie Factors for the Church 


ce of Rome, unleſs they could under the ſame pre- 


te tence of Purity and Perfection draw off Pro- 


„„ 


they began to draw off the ſecret Papiſts from : 
« all Conformity with our Church, Which the 
© old Queen Mary's Prieſts allowed them in. This 
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here are alſo ſome juggling Papiſts, eſpeci- 

ally in our Councils, Civil and Eccleſiaſtick, that 
ply their game by over-doing, and making every thing 
to be Popiſh and Antichriſtian, to drive us into ex- 
treams, and into opinions, in which we may be eaſily 
| baffled, and its not a little that thay have won of us 


at this game. | In this book of Mr. Baxter a 


great deal more to this purpoſe may be ſeen; 
how much the Papiſts work their deſigns by the 
means of our Sectaries, whom they decoy.J . 
And farther Mr. Baxter. in 1671. alittle before 
the Indulgence then came forth, was ſo ſenſible 
of the Miſchief of Sepration, that he ſaith in his 
Preface to the deſence of the cure of Church Diviſions, 
p. 17. That our Diviſions gratify the Papiſts, and 
| greatly hazard the Proteſtant Religion, and that more 
than moſt of you ſeemeth to believe or regard, where 
he ſpeaks to the ſeparating People; and among 
other great Conveniences which he mentions, 
this is one; That Popery will get by it fo great 
advantage as may hazard ns all, and we may loſe 
that which the ſeveral Parties do contend about. 
And p. 52. &c. He faith, that two ways Pope- 
ry will grow out of our diviſio ns. | 
Firſt, By the odium and ſcorn of our diſagre- 


ments, in conſiſtency and multiplied Sets, they 


will perſwade people, that we muſt come for uni- 
ty to them, or elſe run mad and crumble into Duſt 


and individuals. Thouſands have been drawn to Po- 


pery or confirmed in it by this argument already, 
and | am perſwaded that all the arguments elſe in 
Bellarmine, and all other Books that ever were 
written, have not done ſo much to make Papiſts 
in England as the multitude of Sects among our 

ſelves; yea, ſome Profeſſors of Religious ſtrict- 
neſs, of great eſteem for Godlineſs, have turned 
Papiſts themſelves when they were giddy and 
3 1 wearied 


£c 


"8 


( 25 ] 
wearied with turnings, and when they had run 
from Set to Sect and found no conſiſtency in any. 
Secondly, Either the Papiſts by increaſing the 
_ diviſions would make them be accounted ſediti- 
ous, rebellious and dangerous to the publick 


peace, or elſe when ſo many parties are conſtrain- 


ed to begand wait for Liberty, the Papiſts may 
not be ſhut ont alone, but have toleraci on wit 


the reſt. And, faith he, ſhall they uſe on r hands 
to do their works, and pull their freedom out of _ 
the fire ? We have already unſpeakably ſerved them 


both in this, and in abating the Odium of the Gun- 


powder- plot and their other Treaſons, Inſurreftions 


and Spaniſh-invaſion. 


And as the Reverend and Learned Doctor Stil- 
ling fleet in the Preface to his excellent Book Enti- 
ruled, The unreaſonableneſt of Separation, ſaith, 
<« If we trace the foot-ſteps of our Separation, 

we ſhall find the Jeſuitical Party had a great 


4 


an 


e influence on the very firſt beginnings of it, for 


c which we muſt conſider, that when the Church 
_ & of England was reſtored in Queen Elizabeth's 


4 


* 


Reign, there was no open Separation from the 


„ Communion of it for ſeveral years, neither by 
. Papiſts, nor Nonconformiſts : At laſt the more 


ce zealous Party of the Foreign Prieſts and Jeſuirs, 
« finding this compliance would in the end ut- 
cc 


terly deſtroy the Popiſh intereſt in England, 


eq 


2 
1 


* 


they began to draw off the ſecret Papiſts from 
« all Conformity with our Church, Which the 
old Queen Mary's Prieſts allowed them in. This 
raiſed ſome heat among themſelves, but at laſt 
„„the way of Separation prevail'd as the more 
pure and perfect way. But this was not thought 
“c ſufficient by theſe buſie Factors for the Church 
« of Rome, unleſs they could under the ſame pre- 
te tence of Purity and perfection draw off Pro- 
ts OM 6: teſtants 
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7 . ow the Communion of this Church 
too. To this purpoſe perſons were imploy'd un- 
ce der the diſguiſe 1 —. K „ to 
© ſet up the way of more ſpiritual prayer, and great - 
* er Purity of worſhip than was obſerved in the 

© Church of England, that ſo the people under theſe 
I pretences might be drawn into ſeparate meetings. 
Of this we have a conſiderable Evidence lately 
offer d to the World, in the Examination of a 
Prieſt, ſo imploy'd at the Council-Table, in the 
ninth Year of Queen Elizath, 1567, (publiſhed 


from the Lord Burleigh's Papers, which were in 0 


the hands of Archbiſhop Uſher, and from him 
came to the hands of Sir James Ware, whoſe 
Son brought them into England, and cauſed 
them to be Printed under the Title of Foxes and 
L 0m. 
Iwo Years after the Examination of the ſaid 
Prieſt, one Heath a Jeſuit was ſummon'd before 
the Biſhop of Rocheſter on a like account, for diſ- 
paraging the Prayers of the Church, and ſetting 
_upextemporary or ſpiritual Prayers above them; 
and he declared to-the Biſhop That he had been 
ſix Years in England, and that he had labour d ta 
refine the Proteſtants and to take off all Smacks of 
Ceremonies, and make the Church purer. When he 
was ſeized on, a Letter was found about him 
from a Jeſuit in Spain, wherein he takes notice 
how much he was admired by his Flock, and 
tells him, They looked on this way of dividing 
Proteſtants, as the moſt effettual to bring them 
all back to the Church of Rome; and in his 
Chamber they found a Bull from Pope Pius the 
fifth, to follow the inſtructions of the Society 
for the Dividing the Proteſtants in England, as 


alſo a Licence from the Fraternity. There is | 


one thing in the Jeſuits Letter, which the 5 
: : ** Pub- 


[21] 

Publiſher of it did not underſtand, which is; 
that Hallingham, Coleman and Benſon, are there 
mentioned as perſons employ'd to ſow a Faction 
among the German Hereticks, which he takes to 
be ſpoken of the Sects in Germany; but by the 
German Hereticks, the Engliſh Proteſtants, 
that is, Lutherans, are meant; and theſe very 
| Men are mention'd by our Hiſtorians, without 
knowing of this | .etter, as the moſt active and 
huſie in the beginning of the Separation. Of 
theſe (ſaith Fuller) Coleman, Button, Benſon, and 
 Hallingham, were the chief: And Heylin ſaith, 


I That Benſon, Button, Hallingham, Coleman and o- 
thers took upon them to be of more ardent Zeal 


than others, &c. that time is 1568, which agrees 

exactly with the date of the Jeſuits Letter writ 
from Madrid, October 26. 1568, and both theſe 
had it from Cambden, Who ſaith that while Hard- 
ing, Saunders, and others attack'd our Church on 
one Side, Coleman, Button, Benſon, and Halling- 


ham were as buſie on the ot her; who under pretence 


of 4 purer Reformation, oppoſed the Diſcipline, Litur- 
Ly and calling of our Biſhops, as approaching too near 
the Church of Rome; and he makes theſe the 
beginners of thoſe quarrels, which afterwards 
brake out with great Violence. Now that there 
is no improbability in this account, will appear 
by the ſuitableneſs of theſe pretences about ſpi- 
ritual, or extempore Prayer to the Doctrine and 
Practice of the Jeſuits for they are profeſs'd de- 
ſpiſers of the Cathedral ſervice, and are excuſed 
from their Attendance on it, by the Conſtitutions 
of their Order. And are as great admirers of Spiri- 


tual Prayer, and an Enthuſiaſtick way ot preach- 


ing as appears by the Hiſtory of the ſit Inſti- 
tution of their Order by Orlandinus and Maffeius- 
This is ſaſhicient to ſhew there is no improbabili- 

c Ann =; ar bY, 
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ty, that the Jeſvits ſhould be the firſt Setter; 
up of this Way in England. And it is obſer- 
vable, that it was never known here or in any 
other reformed Church before this time, and 
therefore the beginning of it is unjuſtly father'd 
on Thomas Cartwright ; but by whomſoever it 
was begun, it met with ſuch great ſucceſs in the 
. zeal and warmth of Devotion, which ſeemed to 
appear in it, that no charm hath been more cffe- 
Qual to draw injudicious people into a Contempt 
of our Liturgy, and admiring the way of Sepa- _ 
JJ... id oa Ari. 
And what is it, which the Papiſts have more envi- | 
ed and maligned than the Church of England? What 
is it, they have wiſhed more to ſee broken in pieces? 4s 
the late Cardinal Barberini ſaid, (in the hearing of 
4 Gentleman who told it to Dy. Stillinfleet) He 
could be contented, there were no Popiſh Prieſts 
in England, ſo there were no Biſhops ; for then 
he ſuppoſed their Work would do it ſelf. What 
is it they have uſed more Arts and Inſtruments 
to deſtroy, than the Conſtitution of the Church 
of England, and its Government? Did not Cran- 
mer, Ridly, Hooper,Farrar and Latimer, all Biſhops 
of our Church, ſuffer Martyrdom by their 
means? Had mot they the ſame kind of Epiſcopacy 
which is now among us, and which ſome are ſo buſt 
in ſeeking to deſtroy, as unlawful and inconſiſtent 


with the primitive Inſtitution, as if it were Popi 


and Antichriſtian ? Is all this done for the ho- 


nour of our Reformation? Is this the way to 
_ preſerve the Proteſtant Religion among us? to 
to fill Mens minds with ſuch prejudices againſt 
the firſt Settlement of it, as to go abdfittto make 
the World * that the Church- Government 
then ęſtabliſhed, was repugnant to Chriſt's Iu- 
ſtitution; and that our Martyr'd Biſhops ex- 
r "OT. : | | | erc iſed I 
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erciſed an unlawful authority over Dioceſan 
Churches. But whither will not Mens indiſcrect 


Zeal, and love of their own Fancies carry them ? 


If ſuch Men are not ſet on by rs” jap they do 
their work as effectually, by bla 
of the Reformation, as if they were. 


In the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, that great 


and good Man, Arch-Biſhop Whitgift, in his de- 

fence of the Anſwer againſt Cartwright, pag. 605. 
tells the Puritans, That the Papiſts could not have 

met with better Proftors than they. And Pag. 55. 


he tells them, That they did the Pop e very good Ser- 


vice, and that he would not miſs them for any thing; 
for what is his 1 but to have this Church of 
he hath accurſed )utterly defaced 
and diſcredited ; to have it by any means overthrown , 
if not by Foreign means, yet by Domeſtical Diſſen- 


England (which 


fron? and what fitter and apter Inſtruments could 


he have bad, for the purpoſe, who under pretence of 
zeal, overthrow that which other Men have builded, 


under colour of Purity ſeek to bring in Deformity 


and under the cloak of Equality and Humility would 
uſurp as 8 Tyranny and lofty Lordlineſs over 


their Pariſhes, as ever the Pope did over the whole 
Church? And in another place he ſaith, They 


were made the Engines of the Roman Conclave, 


whereby they intend to overthrow this Church, even 


by theſe Mens folly, which they could not compaſs by 
all their policy. 85 EE T 


His worthy Predeceſſour alſo, Arch-Biſhop 


| Grindall, expreſs (in a Letter of his) his great 
fear of two things, viz. Atheiſm and Popery, 


and both ariling out of our needleſs Diviſions 
and Differences. He doubts not by Satan the 
enemy of Mankind and the Pope the enemy of 


Chriſtendom, by theſe Means, &c. the enemics 


of our Religion gain this, That nothing can be 
wh at eſtabliſhed » 


ing the Credit 
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eſtabliſhed by Law in the Proteſtant Religion; 
whoſe every part is not oppoſed by one or other 
of her own Profeſſours: So that things continuing 
looſe and confuſed, the Papiſts have their opportunity 
to urge their way which is attended with Order and 
Government. And our Religion continuing thus 
diſtracted and divided; ſome vile wretches lay 
hold on the Argument on one fide to confute 
the other, and ſo hope at laſt ro deſtroy all. See 
this Letter in Fair Warning, ſecond part, printed 
1663. 38 =”. 
Dr. Sutcliff, Dean of Exon, ſaid alſo long ago, 
That wiſe Men apprehended theſe unhappy 
queſtions about indifferent things, to be managed 
by the Subtle Jeſuits, thereby to diſturb the Peace 
and Settlement of our Church, until at laſt they 
enjoy their long expected opportunity to ſet up 
themſelves, and reſtore the exploded Tyranny 
and Idolatry of the Church of Rome. 


Among Mr. Selden's Manuſcripts there is men- 


tion'd an odd prophecy that Popery ſhould decay 


about the Year 1500, and be reſtored about the 


Vear 1700, which is there ſaid to be moſt likely 
by means of our Diviſions, which threaten 
the Reformation upon the Intereſt of Religion, 
and open advantages to the enemies of it; and 
nothing, is there ſaid, more likely to prevent it, 
than a firm eſtabliſhment of ſonnd Doctrine, Di- 


ſcipline and Worſhip in this Church. — And 


had not ſome miſguided Zealots, out of a too 
great Affection to thoſe Models they had ſeen 

abroad, run into nnreaſonable Oppoſitions at 
Home, which are ſtill as unreaſonably continued 
by obſtinate, head-ſtrong People, the Church of 
England would now he the moſt flouriſhing, as 
it is the moſt primitive and pure Church, in the 


World. 


King 


r 
King Charles I. in the very firſt breaking out 
of the Wars, obſerv'd rightly, that the Fana- 
ticks proceeded upon Popiſh Principles againſt 
him. „ Their Maxims (faith he) are the ſame 
cc with the Jeſuits, Their Preachers Sermons 


& have been deliverd- in the very Phraſe and 
| « Stile of Becanus, Scioppius, and Fudemon Jo- 
“% hannis. Their poor Arguments Printed or 


& Written, are taken almoſt verbatim out ot 


ee Bellarmine and Suarez; and the Means which 


e they have uſed to induce a Credit of their 
% Concluſions with their Proſclytes, are pure- 


« ly and merely Jeſuitical Fables, falſe Reports, 
5 falſe Prophecies, pretended Inſpirations and 
e Divinations of the weaker Sex, as if Herol 
© and Plate were once azain reconciled, for the 
4 Ruin of Chriſt and of his true Religion and 
e Worſhip. See the King's large Declaration 
about the Scotch Troubles, p. 3, 4. and his 
Declaration after the Battle of Edgehill, in the 


King's Works, Part II. p. 213. Ka: 


Who was it, but a St. Omer's Prieſt that con- 
feſſed (as we are credibly intormed in Foxes and 
Firebrands, part 1. p. 7.) That they were 


Twenty Years in hammering out the Sect of 


the Ouakers? And indeed (as a very learned and 


good Man obſerves) the Principle they go upon, 


to refuſe all Oaths, is a neat Contrivance for 


Prieſts and Jeſuits to avoid the Oaths of Alleg;- 


ance and Supremacy, without a_ Poſſibility of 


being diſcover'd. And it is as obſervable, that 
the Arguments which Preſident Bradſhaw made 


Uſe of for the calling to an Account Sovereign 


Princes, and ſubjecting of them to the People, 


were borrowed from Parſons and other Jeſuits, 
who laid down theſe republican and treaſonous 


Principles. 
Directi- 


Directions for the Introducing Popery in N. 


32 
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* 
6 


teſtant Countries, taken out of the Jeſuit 
Contzen's Politic. lib. 2. cap. 8. Sect. 6, 
duden Gampane, 


| 1. HAT it be done under a pretence of 


Eaſe to tender Conſciences, which will 


gain a Reputation to the Prince, as done out of 
Kindneſs to his People. N ; 


2. That when Liberty is granted, then the 
Parties be forbid to contend with, or Preach a- 
gainſt each other, for that will make way the 


more eaſily for one Side to prevail, and the 


Prince will be commended for his Love of Peace. 

3. That ſach as ſuſpe@ the Deſign, and Preach 

_ againſt it, be traduced as Men that Preach ve- 
xy unſeaſonable Doctrine; that they are Proud, 

_ Self-opiniators, and Enemies to Peace and Uni- 

on. E 9 


4. Let no prince that is willing, deſpair, it 


being an eaſie Thing for him to change Reli- 
gion; for when the common People are a- while 
taken with Novelties and Diverſities ofͤ Re- 
ligion, they will ſit down and be weary, and 
give up themſelves to their Rulers Wills. But 


the ſpecial Advice he gives to a Catholick 


"Prince 1s, - | 


5. To make as much Uſe of the Diviſions 


of his Enemies, as of the Agreement of his 
Prien 245 


How much the Popiſh Party here hath fol- 


lowed theſe Councils, will eaſily appear by re- 


flecing 
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flecting upon their Behaviour for a great Part of 
the laſt Century, down to this preſent Time; 


and how far the ſame Policies have kept up our 
Diviſions, and do ſtill promote them, is now no 
longer a Myſtery. | 9 


But that which more particularly reaches to 


our own Caſe, is the Letter of Advice given 


to Father Dung by Seignior Ballarini, concernin 


the beſt Way of managing the Popiſh Intereſt in 


England, upon his Majeſty's Reſtauration; where- 


in are ſeveral remarkable Things. This Letter 
was found in Father Toung's Study after his 
Death, and was tranſlated out of Italian, and 


Printed in the Collection above-mentioned. 


I. The firſt Advice is to make the Obſtry- 
Etion of Settlement their great Deſign, eſpeci- 


ally upon the fundamental Conſtitutions of the 


Kingdom; whereunto if Things ſhould fall, 


they would be more firm than ever. 


2. To remove the jealouſies raiſed by Pryn, 
Baxter, &c. of their Deſign upon the late Fa- 


Ctions, and to ſet up the proſperous Way of 
Fears and Jealouſies of the King and Biſhops. 
3. To make it appear underhand, how near 


the Doctrine, Worſhip, and Diſcipline of the 


Church of England comes to us, at how little 
- Diſtance their Common Prayer is from our Maſs, 


and that the wiſeſt and ableſt Men of that Way, 
are ſo moderate, that they would willingly 
come over to us, or at leaſt, meet us half Way. 


Hereby the more ſtaid Men will become more 
odious, and others will run out of all Religion 
for Fear of Popery. N 
44. Let there be an Indulgence promoted by 
the Factious, and ſeconded by you. . 


E „4. e 
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5. That the Trade and Treaſure of the Na- 
tion may be Engroſſed between themſelves, and 
other diſcontented Parties. ee e 
S6. That the Biſhops and Miniſters of the 
Church of England be aſperſed, as either world- 
ly and careleſs on the one Hand, or ſo factious 
on the other, that it were well they were re- 
J. 8 

Thheſe are ſome of thoſe excellent Advices 
then given; and how well they have been fol- 

lowed, we all know; for, according to this 
_ Counſel, when they could not hinder the Settle- 

ment, then the great Thing they aimed at for ma- 
ny Tears, was the breaking in Pieces the Conſtitu- 


tion of our Church by aGeneral Toleration. This © 


Coleman owned at his Tryal, and after Sentence, 


declared, He was of Opinion that Popery might come 1 


in, if Liberty of Conſcience had been granted. And 
3n ſeveral of his Letters, it 1s to be ſeen, bow ear- 
neſt the Papiſts were for Liberty of Conſcience, 
And the Lord Viſcount Stafford, That they de- 
ſigned to bring in Popery by Toleration, as may be 


ſſeen in his Trial. 


And now let any impartial Perſon judge who 
did moſt effectually ſerve the Papiſt Deſigns, 
thoſe who kept to the Communion of the 
Church of England, or thoſe who fell into a 
Courſe of Separation? I will allow what Mr. 
Baxter ſaith, That they might uſe their Endea- 
vours to exaſperate the ſeveral Parties againſt 
each other, and might ſometimce preſs the 
more rigorous Execution of Laws agalaſt them; 
but then it was to ſer. them at a greater Di- 
ſtance from us, and to make them more pli- 
able to a General Toleration. And they ſome- 
times complained, That thoſe who were moſt 
averſe to this, found themſelves under the Se- 
= 5 verity 


1 


verity of the Law, when more Tractable Men 


eſcaped, which they have weakly imputed to 


the Biſhops, when they might eaſily underſtand 
the true Cauſe of ſuch a Diſcrimination. 0 
But from the whole it appears, That the grand 
Deſign of the Papiſts for many Tears was to break 
in Pieces the Conſtitution of the Church of England; 
which being done, they flattered themſelves with 
the Hopes of great Acceſſions to their Strength and 
Party; and in Order to this they inflamed the Diffe- 


rences among us to the utmoſt Height, on purpoſe 


Fo make all the diſſenting Parties to join with them 


for a General Tolerdtion, which they did not queſtion 


would deſtroy this Church, and advance their Inte- 


reſt. And it is a moſt unfortunate Condition our 


Church is in, That thoſe who deſign to bring in Po- 
pery, and the Diſſenters who made ſo great Buſiles 
in the late King's Reign to keep it out, ſhould now 


both conſpire towards the Deſtruction of our Church, 
and uſe all their Art and Induſtry to undermine and 
2 blow up this ſtrongeſt Bulwark of the Proteſtant Re- 


ligion. J 8 
This Reyerend and moſt Learned Perſon hath 
alſo well obſerv'd how ſubtilly the Romaniſts 


have managed our indiſcreet Diſſenters Zeal a- 


gainſt the Church of England, under a pre- 


tence of oppoſing Popery, to be one of the more 
likely Ways to bring it in. Many Inſtruments 


and Engines they made Uſe of in this Deſign, 


many Ways and Times they ſet about it; and 
although they met with ſeveral Diſappointments, 


yet they never gave it over. And is it not very 


ſt range, that when they can ſcarce appear for them- 
ſelves, others, out of meer Zeal againjt Popery, 


ſhould carry on their Work for them? This ſeems 


to. be a great Paradox to unthinking People, 


w ho are carried away with meer Noiſe and 
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pretences, and hope thoſe will ſecure them moſt 
againſt the fears of Popery, who talk with moſt 
Paſſion and leaſt Underſtanding againſt it; 
whereas no Perſons do really give them greater 
Advantages than theſe do. For where they 
meet with * ogg Railings, and groſs Un- 
derſtandings of the State of the Controverſies 
between them and us, the more Subtle Roma- 
niſts will let ſuch alone to ſpend their Rage and 
Fury, and when the heat is over, they will calm- 
ly endeayour to let them ſee how groſly they 
have been deceived in ſome things, and ſo will 
the more eaſily make them believe they are as 
much deceived in all the reſt. And thus the Eaft 
and Weſt may meet at laſt, and the moſt furious 
Diſſenters, who would be looked upon as the 
greateſt Adverſaries to Popery, become the eaſi- 
eſt Converts. This I do really fear will be the 
_ caſe of many Thouſands amongſt us, who now 
paſs for the moſt zealous Proteſtants, if ever 
(which God forbid) that Religion ſhould come 
to be uppermoſt in England. 
It is therefore of mighty Conſequence for preventing 
the return of Popery, that people rightly underſtand 
what it is; for when they are af much afraid of an 

Innocent Ceremony as of real Idolatry, and think the 
can Worſhip and Adore the Hoſt on the ſame grounds, 
that they may uſe the Sign of the Croſs, or Kneel at 
the Communion \, when they are brought to ſee their 
miſtake in one Caſe, they will ſuſpect themſelves de- 
ceived in the other alſo. For they who took that 

to be Popery which is not, will be apt to think Popery 
it ſelf not ſo bad as it was repreſented, and ſo for 
want of right Underſtanding the Differences between 
us may be carried from one extream to the other. 
For when they find the undoubted Practices of the 
Ancient Church condemned as Popiſh and gy 7/6 
| „„ | 
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* by their Teachers, they muſt conclude Popery to 
be of much greater Antiquity than really it is; and 
when they can trace it ſo very near the Apoſtles times, 
they will ſoon believe it ſettled by the Aroſtles them- 
ſelves. For it will be very hard to perſwade 
any conſidering Men, that the Chriſtian Church 
| ſhould degenerate ſo ſoon, fo univerſally, as it 
muſt do, if Epiſcopal Government, and the uſe 
of ſome ſignificant Ceremonies were any parts of 


that Apoſtacy. Will it not ſeem ſtrange to 


them, that when ſome humane Polities have pre- 
ſerved their firſt Conſtitution ſo long without 
any conſiderable alteration, that the Government 
inſtituted by Chriſt, and ſettled by his Apoſtles, 
ſhould ſo ſoon after be changed into another 
kind, and that fo eaſily, ſo inſenſibly, that all 


the Chriſtian Churches believed they had ſtill 


the very ſame Government which the Apoſtles 
left them? which is a matter ſo incredible, that 
thoſe who can believe ſuch a part of Popery 
could prevail ſo ſoon in the Chriſtian Church, 
may be brought upon the like Grounds to be- 
lieve that many others did; ſo mighty a prejudice 
doth the Principles of our Charch's Enemies bring 
upon the Cauſe of the Reformation. And thoſe who 
forego the Teſtimony of Antiquity, (as as all the Op- 
poſers of the Church of England muſt do) muſt un- 
avoidably run with the Papiſts, which the Principles 
of our Church do lead us through ß. 
For we can juſtly charge Popery as an unrea- 
ſonable innovation, when weallow the undoubted 
Practices and Government of the Church for 
many Ages after Chriſt. e 


And the Excellent, Learned, and moſt pious 


Prelate, Biſhop Saunderſon, hath obſerv'd, 
That thoſe who reject the uſages of our Church, 
« as Popiſh and Antichriſtian, then aſſaulted by 
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« Papiſts, will be apt to conclude Popery the old 
e Religion, which in the pureſt and primitive 
< Times was profeſſed in all Chriſtian Churches 
de throughout the World: whereas the ſober 
Church of England Proteſtant is able, by the 
c Grace of God, with clear Evidence of Truth, to 


ce jaſtify the Church of England from all impu- 


cc tation of Heriſte or Schiſm, and the Religion 
ce thereof, as it ſtood by Law Eſtabliſh'd, from 
< the like imputation of Novelty. And in this 
he profeſſes to lay open the inmoſt thoughts of 
his Heart in this ſad Buſineſs, before God and 
the World: And he further ſaith, © The Diſſent- 
« ing Brethren were great promoters of the Ro- 
& man Intereſt among us, in the late Times of 
« Uſurpation, by putting their helping hand to 
« the pulling down of Epiſcopacy. And, ſaith 
ce he, *tis very well known to many what rejoic- 
« ing that Vote brought to the Romiſh Party; 
% how even in Rome it ſelf, they ſung their Jo- 
e Paæans upon the tidings thereof, and ſaid trium- 
ce phantly, Now the Day is ours, now is the fatal 
« blow given to the Proteſtant Religion in Eng- 
land. See this in Biſhop Saunderſon's Preface to 
his firſt Volume of Sermons. , 
Agreat deal more to this purpoſe may be ſeen 
in Dr. Stillingfleet's Preface to his Excellent Book, 
entitled, The Unreaſonableneſs of Separation. And 
though he Printed this Book in the Year 1681. 
yet as if he had on him the Spirit of Propheſy 
when he wrote it, he hath fully diſcovered the 
Popiſh Intrigues, and expoſed to publick View 
their Deſigns and Ways of proceeding, as they 
are now managed, againſt our Church, in Con- 
currence with rhe ſeveral Diſſenting Parties, who 
have been made, from the Infancy of the Refor- 
mation, the Inſtruments to effect their Contri- 
vine. a Ta 
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To ſhow you what Opinion Diſſenters have here- 


tofore entertain d of Toleration in Religion, 


IT will here annex the Judgment of ſeveral 


eminent Presbyterian Divines, concerning the 


uſefulneſs of an eſtabliſhed Uniformity in the 


Charch, for the ah) | gy of the Proteſtant 


Religion, and touching the Evils of Tolera- 


tion, how pernicious it is to the true Religion. 


e of Wives, and in a Word, Liberty of Perdi- 
tion of Souls and Bodies. This only would 
I know of you, are Idolaters, Hereticks, Blaſ- 
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© both upon the Eyvil-doers, an 
© have not been a Terrour to them. Oh there- 
© fore up and be doing, that you may deliver 


© the Kingdom out of. the Hand of the Lord 


© for it is a fearful Thing to fall into the Hand 
© of the Living God. O let not your Patienc, 
© be interpreted a Connivance, and your Con 


X FR. Thomas Caſe in his Sermon before the 
h Commons May 26. 1647. pag. 33. Cc. 
faith, © Liberty of Conſcience (falſly ſo called) 
„ may in good Time improve it ſelf into Liberty 
of Eſtates, Liberty of Houſes, and Liberty 


phemers and Seducers, Evil-doers? If ſo, 
then look to your Charge. Rom. xiii. 4. Rulers 
muſt be a Terrour to Evil-doers, unleſs you 
mean to bear the Sword in vain. And if you 
will, God will not; and if God take the 
Sword into his own Hand once, he will ſmite 
(to purpole, and execute . grown throughly 

upon you that 


 ©-nivanc. 
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© nivance be taken for a Toleration ; it may be 
the Kingdom's Ruin, but it will be your Sin. 
Alſo in his Sermon before the Commons, F- 
bruary, 19. 1645. pag. 25. he thus addreſſeth to 
them. Fathers and Brethren, how will yon 
call this keeping of Covenant with God? 
© Had we a Parliament of Apoſtate Julians, 
t of whom it is reported, that at what Time 
* he opened the Temples of the Heatheniſh 
Gods, he ſet open the Chriſtian Churches, 
called Home all the Chriſtians that were ba- 
© niſhed, hoth Orthodox and Heretick, and gave 
© them (as we call it) Liberty of Conſcience, 
but as Auſtin more truly phraſeth it, Liberta- 
© tem perditionis, Liberty to deſtroy themſelves, 
for that was his policy and end, namely, by 
Liberty of all Religions, to deſtroy the true, 
© and the Profeſſours of it too. If we had a 
Parliament of careleſs Gallio's we ſhould not 
CES a EE... ET. 
Dr. William Good, in a Sermon before the 
Commons, March 26. 1645, declares his mind 
thus. I doubt not but your Souls abhor that 
© hloody tenet to the Souls of Men, That it is the 
ty ofthe Magiſtrate to tolerate all Religions? 
What is itthat ſhall be unlawful, if this be law- 
(ful for every Man, to make a Law and Religion 
© for himſelf? — Such allowance would prove de- 
( ſtructive to Holineſs both Perſonal and Domeſti- 
cal. Omnis Religio & nulla Religio; a Jolera- 
tion of all Religions, would ſoon dwindle into 
no Religion. (Much more to this purpoſe 


may be ſeen in this Sermon.) ,  _ 
Doctor Cornelius Burgeſs, ina Sermon before the 
Commons Nov. 5. 1641. p. 63, &c. thus Preach'd, 
© beſeech you in the Name of the great God, 

whom you ſerve, to reſume and purſue 2 
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* firſt thoughts of ſetting up God and his Or- 
© dinatices as becomes you, in a regular way, 
« that our Church, and the Government there- 
© of, may be no longer laid waſte, and expoſed 
© to Confuſion, under the plauſible Pretence, Of 
© not forcing Mens Conſcitnies : To put all Men 
into a Courſe of Order and Uniformity in 
God's way, is not to force the Conſcience, 

but to ſet up God in his due place, and to 

© bring all his People into the Path of Righte- 

contne® and Life © ___—- FT 
Alſo in a Sermon before the Commons at a 


poublick Faſt, Marth 30. 1642. p. 25. he thus 
ſpeaks his Mind; Be there none of you that 
_ £© foreſee the fatal Miſchief of leaving all Men 


to their Liberties in the Things of God, and 
yet want Hearts to uſe your kill and Intereſt, 


| © to make haſte to ſettle Matters of Religion, 
© leſt you come too late with a Remedy, when 


_ © the Diſeaſe is grown incurable, and the King- | 
© dom grown to that paſs (as the grave Hiſto- 
© rian Livy noted of Rome) that it cannot bear 
© the Malady, nor endure the Cure —— p. 46. 
© Do you not ſee or hear daily of the Diſorders, 
e Seas,. Rents, and,Schiſms that every where 
© bud forth already, and threaten all Order, 
© Unity and Government? Give the Water 


but a Paſſage without ſpeedy making up the 


© Banks, and you know how ſoon whole Seas 
© will break in upon us, and render all irreco- 


© verable and incurable. If one Difficulty oc 


© cyrr to Day, it will be doubled, yea multi- 
© plied ro Morrow. There is no Hydra ſo fer- 
tile of Heads, as Errour and Schiſm, grown 
to ſome Strength and Maturity. It will ask 
© but a ſhort Time of Connivance, afterwards. 
+ there will be no cutbing not ſhaming of it. 
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Nothiag is ſo confident as Ignorance, impuꝰ 
dent as Falſhood and catcbing as Errour--;.. 
An anotber Sermon before the Commons at x 
publick Faſt, April 30! 1645. pag. 31, 52. he 
exhorts them thus, Take heed of thoſe Spi- 

“ rits of Errour, who with fair ſpecious Words, 
make Merchandice of yon, beguiling unſtable 
Souls. Beware of thoſe Compliances with, 
© and Indulgences to all Sorts of Sects and 


2 Schiſms now pleaded for, both by Word and 


Writing; as if it were part of Chriſt's Le» 
© gacy, and his Peoples Liberty to be of what 
Religion they will. To be tolerated in any ̃ 
© Opinions never ſo erronedus and pernicious 

(until farther Light) that it is the Magiſtrates 
Duty to protect them in that Liberty, and that 
© the contrary thereunto is to perſecnte Chriſt. 
© Hath God inferred _ this as one main Branch 
of his grand Covenant with his People under 
the Goſpel ? I will give them one Heart, and 

one Way, that t hey may fear me for ever, Jer. xxxii. : 
39. that 1s, That they may all call upon the Name 
of the Lord to ſerve him with one Conſent, Zeph. 
iii. 9. Did Chriſt aſcend up on high, and give 
Gifts unto Men, and gave ſome Apoſtles, and 
ſome Prophets; ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome 
Teachers, for the perfecting of Saints, for the _ 
work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the 
Body of Chriſt, till we all come into the Unity 
of the Faith, and is it Perſecution and Anti- 
chriſtianiſm to engage all to Unity and Uni- 
formity? Doth Paul bid the Philippians to 
beware of the Conciſion ? Phil. lit. 2. Doth he 


Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the Doctrine 
which they had received; and avoid them; and 
that upon this Ground, that they who are fach, 
. © ſerve 
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be ſeech the Romans to mark thoſe which cauſe 5 


ty) 
* ſerueinot the Lord Feſws but their own Bellies ; 
< however, by good Words, and fair Speeches, they 
© deceive the Hearts of the ſimple ? Rom. xvi. 17,18. 
_ © 'Doth he, writing to the Galatians, wiſh, I would 


© they were cut off that trouble you ? Gal. v. 12. 
And is it ſuch an heinous Offence now for the 
<fxithful Servants of Chriſt, to adviſe you to the 
<Jame Courſe? O Heavens! be aſtoniſh'd at 


this, and bluſh for the Ignorance of ſome, and 


* Ignorance of others, that dare ſo boldly preſs - 


for ſuch a Toleration, which none but vain de- 


_ © ſtructive Thoughts of carnal Men can look up- 


on without Indignation and Horrour. 5 
Beware how you hearken to theſe Empyricks 


of a Neceſſity of Compliance with all Sorts 
of Sectaries; yea, of truſting the Sword in 
(as too many proudly ſtile themſelves, by way 


Opinions and Ways.) What is this but to teach 


embrace it, but much ſafer to halt between two 
Opinions? Belike King Joſiah went beyond his 
Bounds, when, after himſelf had ſworn a ſo- 
lemn Covenant to the Lord, He made all Fudah 


preſent in Iſrael to ſerve the Lord their God? 2 


when he drew all the People into a Covenant, 


X „ „ X SO OO rr OE EE SSD 


and Syrens, who ſeek to charm the World into 
a deep Sleep, by preſenting their Confidence 


their Hands for Fear of loſing the godly Party 
of Difference from all that are not of their 
God a new Form of Politicks, to proclaim 


that it is not always ſafe to hold out the Truth 
of the Goſpel, and to command all Men to 


and Benjamin to ſtand to it, and made all that were 
Chron. xxxiv. 32, 33. And Aſa much more, 


That whoſoever would not ſeek the Lord God of Iſ= 
rael ſhould be put to Death, whether ſmall or great, 
and tranſcendent Commendations, which ihe. 
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Lord gives unto theſe pious Kings, efpecially 
in 8 to their Sincerity, and Zeal of <4 — 
* forming and ſettling of Religion, in one uniform 
way, may ſufficiently warrant and encourage all 
Religious Magiſtrates to take care, That all un- 
der their Government ſhould ſerve the Lord 
with one ſhoulder; this being not a 3 
over Men, but the Privilege of the Goſpel. Set- 
£ tle this in your Hearts. God's truth, the true 
s Worſhip and Diſcipline of Chriſt ſet up and 
« eſtabliſhed in one uniform way, never prejudic'd 
any Nation or State, (where it had free paſſage) 
*in any the leaſt degree, but hath ever been their 
Safety, Happineſs and Honour. It is errour 
„(how much ſoever cried up) not Truth, (how 
much foever cried down and blaſphemed) that 
makes and foments Factions and Rents 
Let People enjoy their juſt Privileges and Li- 
* -berties, wherewith Chriſt bath made them free, 
not ſuch Licentiouſneſs as is abuſed for a cloak 
BY > —  " Se nn. 
Mr. Edmond Calamy, in his Sermon before the 
Lord Mayor. January 14. 1645. pag. 3. makes 
this Lamentation. The Churches of Chriſt lie 
£ defolate, Church- reformation is obſtructed, 
* Church-diſcipline unſetled, and Church divi- 
© ſions increaſed. The famous City of London 
is become an Amſterdam, Separation from our 
# Churches is countenanc d, Toleration is cried 
* up, Authority lieth aſleep. And pag. 4. Di- 
F viſions, whether they be Eccleſiaſtical or Poli- 
'F tical in Kingdoms, Cities or Families, are 
b infallible cauſes of ruine to them. See Mark 
1 3, 24, 25- as a ties we 10” 
Again pag. 14. Hereby the hearts of peo- 
ple are mightily diſtracted, many are hindred 
f from Converſion, and even the Godly them- 
p ſelves 
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© ſelves have loſt much of the power of Godli- 
© neſs in their lives. 1 ſay the hearts of peo- 
ple are mightily diſturbed, while one Miniſter 
preacheth one thing as a Truth of the Goſpel, 
and another Mipiſter preacheth the quite con- 
© trary with as much confidence as the Former. 
Pag. 17. lf Diviſions he fo deſtructive to 
Kingdoms, Cities and Families, this reproveth 
thoſe that are the Authors and Fomenters of 
theſe Diviſions, that are now among us. Theſe | 
are the Incenataries of England. If he that ſets one 
| Houſe a fire deſerveth hanging, much more they 
that ſet a whole Kingdom on fire, It he that mur- 
ders one Man, muſt be put to Death, much 
more he that murders three Kingdoms, mark 
them (ſaith the Apoſtle Rom. 16. 17.) that 
cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the Do- 
ctrine which ye have learned, and avoid them, a- 
void them as the greateſt Enemies of Exgland; 
theſe are like the Salamander that cannot live 
but in the Fire of Contention, Theſe are of Je- 
ſuitical Spirit, and no doubt the Heads and Hands 
of the Jeſuits are in all our Diviſſons. 
Pag. 33. Take heed of the Land- deſtroying 
opinion of thoſe that plead for an unlimited 
Toleration of all Religions, even of Turciſin, 
© Fudaiſm, &c. the Lord keep ns from being 
© poiſon'd with ſuch an Errour. Our Saviour's 
“ ſaying in Matth. 12. 25. riſeth up againſt it, 
Every Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf is brought 
to deſolation, for it will divide Kingdoms a- 
* gainſt it ſelf, it will rend it in a thouſand Ficces, 
it is a Doctrine that overthroweth all Church- 
© Government, bringeth in contuſion, and open= 
© tha wide door into all Irreligion ain! Atheiſm, 
© for at the fame door that all falſe Religions 
+ came in, the true Religion will quickly get out, 
* l 
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and if it be as good for a Man to live where 


nothing is lawful as where all things are lawful, 
ſurely it is every way as uncomfortable to live 
where there are all Religions, as where there 
is no Religion at all. 1 2#: os 

Pag. 37. It is your Duty, right Honourable, 
whom God hath intruſted with great Power, 
to ſuppreſs theſe Diviſions and Differences in 


Religion, by your Civil Authority, as far as you 


are able, left you are acceſſary unto them. 


For God hath made you, Cuſtodes utriuſque Ta- 


bule, Keepers not of the Second Table only 


(as ſome ond ly Image) but of the Firſt Table 
alſo; and not only Keepers, but, Vindices utri- 


uſque Tabule, Puniſhers alſo of thoſe that tranſ- 


greſs againſt either of them; For you are the 


Miniſters of God for good, and Revengers to 
execute wrath upon him that doth Evil, Rom. 13. 


of Evil-doers and for the Praiſe of them that do 
well, 1 Pet. 2. 19. There be ſome that would 
blot out half your Commiſſion, and reſtrain 
this good and evil to civil good, and to evils 
only againſt Men: But this is againſt that gene- 
ral Rule, Non ef diſtinguendum, ubi lex non di- 
ſtinguit, Where the Law doth not diſtinguiſh, 
there muſt not we diſtinguiſh. Tell me, | be- 
ſeech you, ſhall it be law ful for Magiſtrates to 
puniſh thoſe that deſtroy Mens Souls? Shall 
they be blamed for ſuffering men to draw away, 

People from Obedience tothe Laws of the Land 

and to themſelves, and not alſo for ſuffering 
Men to draw away People from the Truth of 
the Goſpel, and from the ways of God; ſuch 


as Hymeneus and Philetus, who overthrew the 


Faith of ſome, and their Words eat as a 
Caakcr ? Shall Chriſtian Magiſtrates take up 
LE „ 5 


FO A naa > . „ «„ „ „„ „ 0 


— 


( a GA C O K tt :; 


4) 


the Maxim of Tiberius, Deorum injurias Diis cu- 


ræ eſſe; Let God himſelf take Care to vindicate 


himſelf from Injuries committed againſt God ? 
As for me, I will (juſt like Gallio) take Care of 
none of theſe Things. Can Chriſtian Ears en- 
dure fuch Language? Doth not God Propheſie, 
Iſaiah xlix. 23. That in the New Teſtament Kings 


ſhall be our Nurſing-fathers,! and Queens our 


Nurſing-mothers? And how ean a Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate diſcharge that Duty aright, if he 


hath not Power from God to puniſh thoſe that 
would poiſon the Souls of his weak Children 
with Herefies and ſoul - deſtroying Opinions? 
Object. Will you allow the Magiſtrate to Tyranniz e 


over Mens Conſciences? © 


Anſwer. * By no means; but 1 believe it is | 
the Duty of Magiſtrates to keep Men from 


infecting their Subjects with ſaul-deſtroying 


Errours. If thou haſt an heretical Opinion, 


have it to thy felf, and the Magiſtrate will not, 


nay, cannot meddle with thy private Conſci- 


ence, | But if thou laboureſt to infect others 
with thy grace-deſtroying Opinions, I doubt 


not but the Magiſtrate is bound to keep thee 


from ſpreading thy Infection, to the undoing 


of the Souls of his Subjects. If he may law- - 


fully ſhut up a Man that hath the Plague upon 


his Body, that he may not infect others; why 


not a Man that hath the Plague of Hereſic 


upon his Soul, that fo he may not deſtroy the 


Souls of Thouſands? Shall a Maſter of a Fa- 


mily have Power to put away a Servant that 
is tainted with a groſs Opinion, and yet not 
be called a Tyrant over that Servant's Con- 
ſcience? And ſhall not the Chief Magiſtrate 


of a Kingdom have Power to put out of bis 
Kingdom (at leaſt nut up from doing hurt) 
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: one that is his Subject, and polluted with blaſ- 


phemous, heretical, idolatrical Opinions? 1g 
© not the Kingdom the Magiſtrates Houſe and 
Family? „ N 
In another Sermon before the Commons, Ofob. 
22. 1644. Pag. 16. Mr. Calamy preached thus 


. © This is a certain Rule, That all the Sins of 

© the Kingdom, which ate committed by your 

_ © Connivance or Allowance, are the Parliament 
Sins, and they call for a Parliament Repentance; 
and therefore, I beſeech you, ſearch and try 
© your Hearts, and conſider how far you are 

| © acceſlary to the Sins of the Kingdom, that ſs 
you may be wrought up, not only to a perſonal, 
but a Parliament Humiliation ———- If you 


© do not labour according to your Duty and Pow- 
< er to ſuppreſs the Errors and Hereſies that are 


_ © ſpread in the Kingdom, all theſe Errors are 
7 your Errors, and theſe Hereſies are your He- 
“' reſies, they are your Sins, and God calls for a 
© Parliamentary Repentance from you for them 
this Day. Youare the Anabapriſts, you are the 
© Antimonians, and it is you that hold, That all 
Religions are to be Tolerated, &c. Theſe are 
© your Errors it they ſpread hy your Connivance ; 
for the Sins of old Eli's Sons are impnted to 


© Fl; himſelf : And when the Iſraelites had pro- 
© faned the Sabbath, Nebemiab told the Nobles 


„ Judah, That it was they that did profane it, 
© becauſe they ſuffered the People to profane it, 
_*-Nehem. . 17. 3 


n 


Mr. George Hughes, late Miniſter of Plymouth 
in his Sermon before the Commons May. 26. 
1647. p. 34, preached thus, I muſt ſay that 
© Toleration muſt be a deſtruQive Principle to 
the State or Church where-ever it be allowed; 
experience hath ſhew'd us no leſs in Rn 


SP 
© and Churches callel by God's Name 
ve Servants of Chriſt take heed of Yielding to 
©'the pretences of Conſcience ; The Devil and 
© not Chriſt hath his Throne there; and no 
© ftronper hold for him than Conſcience,if he once 

© take it; Chriſt will not ſuffer him to ſhelter 
there; therefore you may not, ſo much as in 
JJ N 
Object. Do not other States, and ſome of the 
© united Provinces tolerate all theſe Hereſies, and 
protect them, and yet they proſper, who more? 
- © Anſw. I deſire not to meddle with other 

© other States, unleſs I might do them good. Bur, 
81. Can any Man ſay, that Proſperity is a 
_ © ſign peculiar to Truth? then let Rome come in 
© and ſpeak more than any for outwardProſperity. 
© 2, Are not Spiritual Wickedneſſes as odi- 
dus to God as carnal ? and are not theſe He- 

_ © reſies ſuch which God condemns as works of 
the Pleſh, inconſiſtent with Chriſt's Kingdom? 

43. Hath God made an end of viſiting Na- 
tions for the Sins of them? when God hath 
© done judging were a better time to urge this 
Example than now. I pray God the evil day 


© may not overtake theſe States, the good God 


© cauſe the Cup of trembling to paſs by them, and 
© purge their Iniquities peaceably; but I am preſ- 
© ſed in Spirit to ſay, God hath not ſpared ſuch 
© State polities which have ſought their own riſe 
© by the ruine of God's Truth. Witneſs Jero- 
© boam the Son of Nebat who made Iſrael to lin; 
©. and as Seneca ſaith, Qui non vetat peccare cum po- 
© reſt, jubet, he bids Sin, that doth not hinder ir, 
© when he can. —— God's Truth, my beloved, 
and not Man's example muſt be the Rule. — 
_ © If Hereſies yet muſt be, let us mourn for what 
« we cannot help. It is a miſerable Neceſſity, 
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© when not allowed. It will be rejoicing in Ini- 
© quity either for Church or State wilfully to 
6 ea . 1 
Mr. Richard Baxter in his Holy Common- wealth, 
Addition to Pref. Prop. 6. (London Printed for 
Tho. Underhill,) ſaith, It was none of the old 


Cauſe that the People ſhonld have Liberty, and 
the Magiſtrate ſhould have no Power, in all 


Matters of God's Worſhip, Faith and Con- 
ſcience; and as it is not the old Cauſe, ſo it 


© 1s not a good Cauſe; for, Firſt, it contradict- 
eth the exprefs Revelation of the Will of 
God in the Holy Scriptures. Aoſes had to 
| © do in Matters of Religion as a Magiſtrate, 
_ © and fo the Ruling Elders that aſſiſted him, and 


© ſo had the Kings of Iſrael and Judah, as it is 
well known; inſomuch, that in Aſa's Days, 


they covenanted to put him to Death that 


© wculd not ſeek the Lord God of Iſrael —— 


© Law and Providence are quite changed, it To- 
< leration of falſe Worſhip, and other Abuſes 
of Religion, tend not to the Ruin of the Com- 
mon- wealth. It tends alſo to the Deſtruction 


© of the Church and Mens Souls, if all have leave 


to do their worſt, to Preach up Infidelity, Ma» 
© hometaniſm, Popery, or any other falſe Doctrine - 
or Worſhip, againſt the great and neceſſary 


6 Truths. S707 36 e 
© 1 leave it therefore to the Judgment of all 


© Men that are not faſt aſleep in their Security, 
and utterly unacquainted with the Advanta- 
e ges of the Papiſts, whether this Deſign of en- 
_ © paging the Magiſtrate by a fundamental Con- 


© ſtitution, not to meddle with Matters of Faith 


© and Worſhip, but leave them all to Chriſt ! a- 


lone, be not the preſent. ſetting up of -Papery 


in England, and the delivering all the Fruit 


« of 


L514 5 
© of our Labours, Prayers, and Victories into the 
© Papiſts Hands. EP KP 

Object. But Liberty for Popery and Prelacy is 
e 5 
© Anſw. By whom f. But if there had been 
© an Exception againſt Popery, &c. put in, it 
* would have been to little Purpoſe, as long as a 
© general Rule is laid down that condemneth 
that Exception: For if it be the ſtanding 
Rule, That Matters of Religion and Faith, 
© and all Matters of Worſhip, are out of the 
* Magiſtrates Power; to ſay then, that Popery 
* ſhall be excepted from Liberty, is to ſay, The 
* Magiſtrate ſhall intrude into the proper Office 
of Chriſt to reſtrain the Papiſts 
Mr. Matthew Newcomen, in a Sermon before 
the Parliament, Sept. 12. 1644. Page 31. faith, 


© No Reformation of Religion now, now non: 


thing will ſatisfie ſome, but a Toleration of 
© all Religions, and all Opinions. Church Go- 
yerament and Diſcipline is to ſome a Fiction, 
to others a Tyranny and Perſecution. Ah Bre- 
thren, this is a Provocation, and will be a 
Provocation; for this God may turn us into 
the Wilderneſs again. FFF 
Page 36. —— We are come to down. right 
Libertiniſm. There are two Opinions, which 
if encouraged, will open a Door to Turciſm, 
Judaiſm, Atheiſm, Polytheiſm, any monſter of 
Opinion. The one is, That every Man is to 
be left to the Liberty of his own Religion, an 
Opinion moſt pernicious and deſtructive as to 
the Souls of Men, ſo to the Com mon- weal of 
the Kingdom. — That Liberty of believing 
what Men will (or of holding what Faith they 
pleaſe) is no other than a Liberty of Erring, 
and of erring in a matter that concerns the 
| 66 S +. evra. 
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© eternal Salvation of the Soul, wherein to'erre 
cannot but be moſt dangerous and deſtructive 
" —— Diverſity of Religion disjoints and di- 
0 | "ge | | s 4 A 7 

ſtracts the Minds of Men, and is the Seminary 
of perpetual Hatreds, Jealouſies, Seditions, 
* Wars, if any Thing in the World be, and ina 


 * little Time, either a Schiſm in the State begets 


© a Schiſm in the Church, or a Schiſm in the 


Church begets a Schiſm in the State; that is e 


* either Religion and the Church is prejudiced 


by civil Contentions, or Church Controverſies 


and Diſputes about Opinions, break out into 


© Civil Wars. Men will at laſt take up Swords 
* and Spears inſtead of Pens, and defend by 
* Arms what they cannot do by Arguments. 


Once for all, It is the Preſervation of Religion, 


© and Reformation of it, which you have cove- 
© nanted to endeavour, and not a Liberty of Opt- 
nion, that will conſiſt with neither: It is the 
* Extirpation of Hereſie and Schiſm that you 
© have covenanted, which if it be connived at, 
* why doth the Apoſtle reprove the Corinthians 
© for their Schiſm ſo much? And why doth 
© the Lord Jeſus commend the Angel of the 
Church of Epheſus, for trying thoſe which ſaid 
© they were Apoſtles, and were not? And why 
.< 1s the Angel of the Church of Thyatira reprov- 


© ed for ſuffering that Woman Jezebel, Wwho cal- 
_ © led herſelf a Propheteſs, to teach and ſeduce ? 


© If once we come to this, that any Man be ſuf- 
© tered to teach what he pleaſcth, to ſeduce 
© whom he liſt, to be of what Faith or Religion 
© ſeems good in his own Eyes, farewel Covenant, 


farewel Reformed Religion, farewel the Peace 
and Glory of England, if that Day once come. 


© --——- It is not uſual, nay, it is not poſlible, 
that they which love God ſincerely, on 
os Mu OY N « deſire 


At | 

© deſire to cheriſh differing Religions: For it 
* is moſt certain, He that admits contrary Reli- 
© gions, believes neither of them. 

In another Sermon at Paul's Feb. viii. 1645. 
p. 12. Mr. Newcomen faith, If it be lawful for 
© every Man to entertain and hold what Opinion 
r he pleaſeth, how differing ſoever from the Opi- 
nion and Judgment of the reſt of the Church; 
yet becauſe this is his Opinion and his Judg- 
ment is perſwaded of it, he muſt follow his 
* own Judgment, and that this Liberty of practi- 
* ſing his Judgment, be as ſome ſay Liberty of 
© Conſcience, part of the Liberty puchaſed by Je- 
© ſusand to reſtrain it, is, in their Language Per- 

© ſecution, Tyranny, &c. If this were true, 
© ſurely Paul did very ill to charge the Corinthians 

© with ſo much Authority, to be of the ſame _ 

mind, and of the ſame Judgment 2 Cor. xiii. 11. 


Might not ſome among the Corinthians have 


© ſaid to Paul, this is a hard uſage, this is to 
© rack a low Man to the ſame length with a taller 

and to cut a tall Man to the ſtature of one that 
© is low ? (as Procruſtes did by his Gueſts to ſuit 
© his Bed.) What the ſame Judgment, and the 
<© ſame Mind? Will not Paul allow difference of 
Lights and Sights? Might not ſome one among 
© the Corinthians have ſaid, What if | am of O- 
© pinion that there is no ReſurreQion, what hath 
aul or any Man to do with that? It is my Con- 

© ſcience, and it is my Liberty, what hath any 
© Man to do with my Conſcience, morethanl with 
© his? Might not Hymenus have ſaid, What if it 
be my Opinion, That the Reſurrection is paſt 


© already, 2 Tim. ii. 18. what hath Paul to do 


With that? Yes, ſaith Paul, If ye perſiſt obſti- 
nate I will Excommunicate you, I will deliver 
Jou up to Satan, that you may learn not to News, 

| | oy | I im. 
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$ 1 Tim. i. 20. Certainly this ſhelter, this A ylum 
© of Error, falſly called Liberty of Confaence, 
« was not thought of in former Times. 

See more of the Sinfulneſs and very miſchie- 
vous Conſequences of Toleration in the Book of 
the Learned Presbyterian Miniſter, Mr. Thomas 
Edwards, entitled, The caſting down of the laſt 
and ſtrongeſt hold of Satan, or a Treatiſe againſt 
Toleration, and pretended Liberty of Conſcience ; 
wherein, by Scripture, ſound Reaſon, Fathers, 
Schoolmen, Caſuiſts, Proteſtants, Divines of all 
Nations, Confeſſions of Faith of the reformed 


Churches, Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories, and conſtant 
Practice of the moſt piqus and wiſeſt Emperors, 
Princes, States, the beſt Writers of Politicks, 
the Experience of all Apes; yea, by divers Prin- 
_ ciples and Proceedings of SeQtaries themſelves, 
as Donatiſts, Anabaptiſts, Browniſtsand Independants, 
the unlawfulneſs and miſchief in a Chriſtian State 


or Kingdom, both of an univerſal Toleration of 
all Religions, and of a limited or bounded, of 
ſome Sects only, are clearly proved and demon- 
ſtrated with all the material Grounds and Rea- 
ſons, brought for ſuch Tolerations, fully anſwer'd. 
Printed 1647. OX 4 Gs 


Mm Edmund Calamy his Opinion concerning the 
Sinfulneſs of Separating from the publick Aſſem- 
3 e FN 


Take heed of ſeparating from the Publick Aſ. 


ſemblies of the Saints: I have found by experience, 

that all our Church Calamities have ſprung from 

this Root. He that Separates from the publick 
Worſhip is like a Man tumbling downa Hill, 
and never leaving till he comes to the botom of it. 
| 1 could relate many ſad Stories of Perſons pro- 


feſſing 
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feſſing Godlineſs, who out of diſlike, to our 


Church- meetings, began at firſt to ſeparate from 
them, and after many Changes and Alterations, 


were turned ſome of them Ranters, ſome Oualers, 
forbear; you muſt hold Communion with all 


' thoſe Churches with which. Chriſt holds Com- 


munion; you muſt ſeparate from the Sins of Chri- 
ſtians, but not from the Ordinances of Chriſt. 
Take heed of Unchurching the Churches of 


Chriſt, leaſt you prove Schiſmaticks inſtead of 


being true Chriſtians. Mr. Edmund Calamy's 
1, Godly Man's Ark, Epift. Dedic. to the Pariſh of 


Aldermanbury, Direction Fourteenth. 


Mr. Richard Baxter concerning the Evils and great 


Danger of leaving Pariſh Churches. 


_ Conſider this; *Tis the Judgment of ſome, 
That thouſands are gone to Hell, and ten thoy- 
ſands upon their March thither, that in all pro- 

bability had never come there, if they had not 


been tempted from the Pariſh Churches, for the 


Enjoyment of Communion in a purer Church. 


Mr. Richard Baxter's Epiſt. ro ſeparate Congre- 
b gat ions. * | | | | 2 


Ar. Baxter's Sence of the Evils of different Rites 
and Opinions, and of the Neceſſuy of Uniformity 


to preſerve the Church, 


From Diverſity in Opinion, and external Rites, 
reſulteth Diſlike, thence Enmity, thence Oppoſi 
tion, thence Schiſm in Church, and Sedition in 


State, the State not ſtanding ſecure without the 
Church, nor the Church without Unity, nor U- 
nity without Uniformity. : . 

wa ö Votes 


tt 
— 7 


: » 


| Votes of the Honourable Houſe Commons, 


Feb. 5. 1662. upon reading his ' Majeſty's 
gracious Declaration and Speech, &c. LE 


Die Mercurii 25. Feb. & Regni Car. 2. Regis 15. 


| Reſolved nemine contradicente, 


© HAT the humble Thanks of this Houſe 


be returned to his Majeſty, for his Reſo- 


© lution to maintain the Act of Uniformity. 


_ © Reſolved alſo, That it be preſented to the King's 
© Majeſty, as the humble Advice of the Houſe, 
That no Indulgence be granted to the Diſſenters 


from the Act of Uniformity. Part of their Ad. | 
dreſs, which contains the Reaſons againſt Tole. 
ration, is 4s followettmn ; ʒ 

After all this we moſt humbly beſeech your 


© Majeſty to believe, that it is with extream un- 


© willingneſs and reluctancy of Heart, that we 
Ad are brought to differ from any thing which your 
© Majeſty hath thought fit to propoſe. And though 


< we do no way doubt, but that che unreaſonable 


Diſtempers of Mens Spirits, and the many Mu- 
. © rinies and Conſpiracies which were carried on, 


during the late intervals of Parliament, did rea- 
«© ſonably incline yourMajeſty toendeavour by your 


„Declaration to give ſome allay to thoſe ill Hu- 
© mours, till the Parliament aſſembled, and the 


© hopes of Indulgence if the Parliament ſhould 


© conſent to it, eſpecially ſeeing the Pretenders to 
© this Indulgence did ſeem to make ſome Titles 


to 


T4 1 


© to it, by vertue of your Majeſty's Declaration 
from Breda. Nevertheleſs, we your Majeſty's 
© moſt Dutiful and Loyal Subjects, who are now 
returned to ſerve in Parliament from thoſe 
< ſeveral Parts and Places of your Kingdom, for 
© which we are choſen, do humbly offer to your 
_ © Majeſty's great Wiſdom, That it is in no ſort 
e adviſable, that there be any Indulgence to ſuch 
© Perſons, who perſume to diſſent from the Act 
© of Uniformity, and the Religion eſtabliſh'd. —— 


We have alſo conſidered the Nature of the In- 


© dvlgence propoſed, with reference to thoſe Con- 
© ſequences which muſt neceſſarily attend it. 
IIt will eſtabliſh Schiſm by al.aw, and make 
< the whole Government of the Church precari- 
* ous, and the Cenſures of itof no Moment or Con- 
< ſideration at all. 
lt will expoſe your Majeſty to the reſtleſs 
"4 importunity of every Sect or Opinion, and of 
© every ſingle Perſon alſo, who ſhall perſume to 
© diſſent from the Church of England. 
. © It will be a cauſe of increaſing Sets and Se- 
„ Aaries, whoſe Numbers will weaken the true 
© Proteſtant Profeſſion ſo far, that it will atleaſt 
be difficult for it to defend it ſelf againſt them: 
And which is yet farther Conſiderable, Thoſe 
© numbers which by being troubleſome to the 
© Government, find they can arrive to an Indul- 


© pence, will as their Numbers increaſe, be yer 
© more troubleſomc, that ſo at Length they may 


arrive to a general Toleration, and in time 

© ſome prevalent Sect, will at laſt contend for 

an Eſtabliſhment, which for ought can be fore- 

© ſeen may end in Popery. 

© It is a thing altogether without precedent, 

p and will take away all means of convicting Recu- 
6 lants, 


* 
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ſants, and be inconſiſtent with the method, and 


proceedings of the Laws of England. 


© Laſtly it is humbly conceived, that the In- 
dulgence propoſed, will be ſo far from tending 


to the Peace of the Kingdom, that it is rather 
likely to occaſion great diſturbance. And on 
the contrary, that the aſſerting of the Laws, and 
the Religion eſtabliſhed, according to the Act of 


Uniformity, is the moſt probable means to produce 
4 ſettled Peace and Obedience throughout the 


| Kingdom. Becauſe variety of profeſſions in 


Religion, when openly divulg'd doth directly 


diſtinguiſh Men into Parties, and withall 


gives them opportunity to count their Num- 


rs, which conſidering the Animoſities that 5 
out of a Religious Pride will be kept on 


foot by the ſeveral Factions, doth tend di- 


rectly and inevitably to open Diſturbance. 


Nor can your Majeſty have any ſecurity 


that the Doctrine or Worſhip of the ſeveral 


Factions, which are all Governed by a ſeve- 
ral Rule, ſhall be conſiſtent with the Peace 
of the Kingdom.  _ 2255 


And if any Perſons ſhall preſume to 


6 


diſturb the Peace of the Kingdom, we 
do in all humility declare, That we will 


for ever, and on all cccaſions, be ready with 
our utmoſt endeavour and aſſiſtance to adhere 


to, and ſerve your Majeſty according to our 
hounden Duty and Allegiance. E 


LETTER 


OV TAE 


MINISTERS 


Of the CITY of 


LOND ON. 


Preſented the Firſt of January 71, 1645. to the 


Reverend Aſſembly of Divines ſitting at Weſt- 


minſter, by Authority of Parliament, againſt 
TOLERA T 10 N. 
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To our Wed Learned, and Religious i 


Brethren, the Prolocutor, and the reſt 
of the Divines aſſembled, and now ſitting 


at Weſtminſter by Shorty of 9 


theſe preſent, 
1 and beloved W 


E are exceedingly apprehenſiue of the De- 
be chile s Prace, * of the 


ſirableneſs of t 

pleaſantneſs of Brethrens Unity, knowing that when 

Peace is ſet er its proper 1 VIZ.  Rigteouſneſs 
H 2 


and 
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and Truth, it i one of the beſt Poſſeſſions, both de- 
leftable and profit able; like Aaron's Ointment, and 
the Dew of Hermon. It is true, by reaſon of diffe- 
rent lights and different ſights among Brethren, there 
may be diſſenting in Opinion; yet why ſhould there 
be any ſeparating from Church Communion? The 
Church's Coat may be of divers Colours, yet why 
ſhould there be any Rent in it? Have we not a 


 Touchſtowe of Truth, the good Word of God; and 


when all Things are examined by that Word, then 


that which is beſt may be held faſt; but firſt, they 
muſt be known and then examined afterward. If our 
diſſenting Brethren, after ſo many importunate En- 
treaties, would have been perſmaded (either in xeal 
to the Truth, or in ſinsere Love to the Church's Peace 
and Unity among Brethren, or in reſpect to their own 
Reputation by" fair and ingenuous Dealing, or in 
Conſcience to their Promiſe made with the Miniſters 
, London nom five Tears ſince, or any ſuch like 
_ reaſonable Conſideration) at laſt v0 have given us 
full Narrative of their Opinions, and Grounds of 
| their Separation, we are perſwaded they would not 


have flood at ſuch a Diſtance from us as now they do: 


But they choſe rather to walk by their own private 


Lights, than to unboſom themſelves to us their mot 


affett ionate Brethren, and to ſet themſelves in as 


untrodden Way of their own, rather than to wait 


what our covenanted Reformation, according to the 
Word of God and Examples of the beſt Reformed 
Churches, would bring forth. But ths Offence doth | 
not end here, it is much that our Brethren ſhould 


| ſeparate from the Church, but that they ſhould en- 
deavour to get aWarrant to authorize their Separa- 


tion from it, and to have Liberty (by drawing 


Members out of it) to weaken and diminiſh it, till 


(ſo far as lies in them) they have brought it to no- 


< thing 4 


[ 611 
thing; this we think to be plainly unlawful, yet 
this we underſtand is their preſent Deſion and En- 
deavour · Wherefore (Reverend Brethren) havi 
had ſuch large Experience of your Zeal of Gods 


Glory, your Care of his afflicted Church, your ear- 


neſt Endeavours to promote the compleat Reformation 
of it, and of your ready Concurrence with us in the 
Improvement of auy Means that might be found 


conducible to this End; we are bold to hint unto 
you theſe our enſuing Reaſons againſt the Toleration 


of Independency in this Church. 


I. The deſires and Endeavours of Independents 
| for a Toleration are at this time extreamly unſeaſon- 


able and preproperous : for, 


1. The Reformation of Religion is not yet perfefted 
and ſettled among us prone, "6 to our Covenant. 
And Y may not the Reformation be raiſed up at 
ſuch purity, and perfection that truly tender 
Conſciences may receive abundant Satisfaction far 


laſt to 


ought that yet appears ? 


- 


forward to challenge the London Petitioners as 


led with blind Obedience, and pinning their 
Souls upon the Prieſt's Sleeve, for deſiring an 


Eͤſtabliſnment of the Government of Chriſt, before 
there was any model of it ext ant. . 


3. We can hardly be perſwaded, That the Inde- 
pendents themſelves (aſter all the Stirs they have 
made among it us) are as yet fully reſolved about 
their own Way wherewith they would be concluded, 
| ſeeing they publiſh not their model (though they are 
nimble enough in publiſhing other Thivg:) and they 
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2. It is not yet known what the Government of 
the Independents is, neither would they ever yet 
vouchſafe to let the World know what they hold in 
that point, though ſome of their Party have been to 
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I 
profeſs Reſerves, and new Lights, for which they 
7 þ 

or 


will (no doubt) expect the Toleration, and ſo 
in infinitum- It were more ſeaſonable to move 


| Toleration when once they are poſitively determined 
hom far they mean to go, and where they mean to 


2 


II. Their Deſires and Endeavours are unreaſon- 
able and unequal in divers Regards. © 
I. Partly becauſe no ſuch Toleration hath hitherto 
been eſtabliſhed ( ſo far as we know) in any Chriſti- 


an State by the Civil Magiſtrate. 
2. Partly becauſe ſome of them have ſolemnly 


profeſs'd, That they cannot ſuffer Presbytery; and 
anſwerable hereunto is their Practice in thoſe Places 
where Independency prevails = 


3. And partly becauſe to grant to them and not 


to other Seftaries who are free born 4s well as they, 
and have done as good Service as they to the Publick 


(us they uſed to plead) will be counted Injuſtice and 


great Partiality; but to grant it unto all will ſcarce 
be cleared from great Impiety. 1 


III. Independency is a Schiſm; fd 
1. Independents do depart from our Churches, 
— true Churches, and ſo acknowledged by them- 
ſelves. 3 3 
2. They dram and ſeduce our Members from our 


Congregat ions. 


3. They erect ſeparate Congregations under a 


| ſeparate and undiſcovered Government. 


4+ They refuſe Communion witly our Churches in 


the Sacraments. 


. Their Miniſters refuſe to Preach among 1 4s 


6. Their 


191 
6. Their Members, if at any Time they join 
with us in bearing the Word and Prayer, yet they 
doit not as with the miniſterial Word and Prayer, 
not us Acts of Church Communion. _ 
Now we judge that no Schiſm is to be tolerated 
in the Church, | eh, 1 Cor. i. 10. 1 Cor. 
ii. 25. * fe ais, Rom. vi. 17. with 1 Cor. 


IV. Many Miſchiefs will inevitably follow upon 
this Toleration, and that both to Church and Com- 
mon-wealth. e hw” Oy 


. A 888 
I. Cauſeleſs and unjuis Revolts from our Mini- 
ſtry and Congregations. F 
2. Our Peoples Minds will be troubled, and in 
Danger to be ſubverted, as Acts xv. 24. 5 
3 . Bitter heart · burnings among Brethren will be 
foment ed and perpetuated to Poſterity. 
4. The godly, painful and Orthodox Miniſtry 
will be diſcouraged and deſpiſed. W 
J.: The life and power of Godlineſs will be eaten 
out by frivolous Diſputes and vain Fanglinss. _ 
6. The whole Courſe of Religion in private Fami- 
lies will be interrupted and undermined. \ 
7. Reciprocal Duties between perſons of neareſt 
and deareſt Relations will be extreamly violated. 
8. The whole Work of Reformation, eſpecially in 
| Diſcipline and Government, will be retarded, di- 
ſturbed, and in danger of being made utterly fru- 
ſtrate and void, whilſt every Perſon ſhall have Li- 
berty upon every trivial Diſcontent at Presbyterial 


Government and Churches, to revolt from us and 


liſt themſelves in ſeparated Congregations. i 


8 * 
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I Schiſms, » DiviGons, . 


631 5 
d. All other Sects and Hereſies in the Kingdom 
will be encouraged to endeavour the like Tolera- 
V | „ | | 
10. All other Sects and Hereſies in the Kingdom 

will ſafeguard and ſhelter themfelves under the 
Wing, of Independency, And ſome of the Inde- 
pendents in their Books have openly avowed, that 
they plead for Liberty of Conſcience as well for others 
SE RY-=zs]sq DD cz 
11. And the whole Church of England in ſhort 
time will be ſwallowed up with deſtract ion and con- 
Fuſion. And God is not the Author of Confuſion. 
but of Peace, 1 Cor. xiv. 33. e 


Secondly, To the Common wealth. For, 

1. All theſe Miſchiefs in the Church will have their 
proportionable Influence upon the Common- wealth. 
2. The Kingdom will be wofully weakned by Scan- 
duals and Diviſions, ſo that the Enemies of it both 

Domeſtical and Foreign will be encouraged to plot 
and prattiſe againſt it. 4 3 
3. It is much to be doubted, leſt the power of t he 
-Magiſtrate e not only be weakned, but even 
utterly overthrown, conſidering the Principles and 
Practices of Independents, together with their 
Compliance with other Set aries, ſufficiently known to 
be Anti- Magiſtratical. . 8 


V. Such a Toleration is utterly repugnant and in- 
conſiſtent with that Solemn Leaoue and Covenant 
for Reformation and Defence of Religion, which not 
ovly both Houſes of Parliament, but alſo Perſons of 
all Sorts in both Kingdoms of England and Scotland 
have ſubſcribed, and with Hands lifted up to the 
meft hich God have ſworn : Which Covenant 55 | 
2885 ” = 
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wiſe both you, and we, and thoſe that moft earneſtly 


pur ſue the eſtabliſhment of this Toleration, have made, 


(or ſhould haue made) in the Preſence of Almigh- 
ty God, the Searcher of all Hearts, with a true 


intention to perform the ſame as we ſhall an- 


ſwer at that great Day, when the Secrets of all 
Hearts ſhall be diſcloſed. For, EE 
1. This is oppoſite to the Reformation of Relig ion 
according to the Word of God, and the Exam- 
ple of the beſt Reformed Churches, Article 1. 
2. It  deſtruftive to three Kingdoms neareſt con- 
junction and uniformity in Religion and Govern- 


ment, which might lead us, and our Poſterity 


after us, as Brethren to live in Faith and Love, 


Art. 1 


3. It is plainly contrary to that extirpation of 
Schiſm, and whatſoever ſhall be found Contrary 


to ſound Doctrine, and the Power of Godlineſs, 


which we bave ſworn ſincerely, really, and con- 
ſtantly to endeavour without reſpe& of Perſons, 
4+ Hereby we ſhall be involved in the guilt of o- 
ther Mens Sins, and thereby be indangered to re- 
ceive of their Plagues, Art 3. inn 
J. It ſeems utterly impoſſible (if ſuch a Toles 
ration ſhould be granted) that the Lord ſhould 
be one, and his Name one in the three Kingdoms, 
6. This will palpably hinder the Reformation of 
Religion; Inevitably divide one Kingdom frond 
another, and unhappily make Factions and Parties 
among the People, contrary to this League and 
Covenant, of which evil offices whoſoever ſhall be 
ound guilty, are reputed inthe Words of the Covenant, 
 Incendiaries, Malignants, or evil Inſtruments, . 
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be diſcovered, that they may be brought to publick 

Teh and receive condign Puniſhment, Art. 

Theſe are ſome of the many conſiderations which 

make deep "apo upon our Spirits againſt that 
n 


great Diana of Independents, and al! the Sectaries 


| ſo much cried up by them in theſe diftrafled times, 


viz. A Toleration, A Toleration. And however, 


none ſhould have more rejdiced than our ſelves 


in the Eſtabliſhment of a Brotherly,Peaceable and 
Chriſtian Accommodation; yet this being utter- 
ly rejected by them, we cannot diſſemble howiup- 
on the forementioned grounds, we deteſt and 
abhor the much endeavoured Toleration. Our 
| bowels, our bowels are ſtirred within us, and we could 
even drown our ſelves in Tears, when we call to mind 
hom long and ſharp a travel this Kingdom hath been 
in for many Tears together, to bring forth that 
bleſſed fruit of a pure and perfect Refarmation, and 


nom at la#t, after all our pangs and dolours and - BE 


Expectations, this real and thorough Reforma- 
tion is in danger of being ſtrangled in the Birth 


| by a Lawleſs Toleration that ſtrives to be brought - 


forth before it. 5 |; 

' Wherefore (Reverend and beloved Brethren) we 
could not ſatisfy our ſelves till we had made ſome diſ- 
covery of our thoughts unts you about this matter, not 
that we can harbour the leaſt jealouſie of your zeal, 
fidelity, or induſtry in the oppoſing and extirpating of 
ſuch a Root of Gall and Bitterneſs as Toleration is 


and will be, both in preſent and future Ages; but ; 


that we may, what lies in us, endeavour Mutually to 
ſtrengthen one anothers Reſolutions againſt the pre- 


ſent growing Evils, and that our Conſciences may 1 


not ſmite us another Day for ſinful ſilence, or fog: = 


. EE, 
miſh deficiency in any point of Duty tending to the 
8 or the Peace of the Church, Perfeftion 
in per formance of pur Covenant, and benefit of future 


Generations. 50 

„„ Subſcribed by us your 
3 Brethren, and Fellow 
From Sion Coll. London, Labourers in the 


Decemb. 1 8. 1645. work of the Miniſtry. 
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bir Fr. Walſingham's Letter to Monſieur 
Critoy, concerning the Queen's Proceed- 


ingy againſt both Papiſts and Puritans, 


Hergas you deſire to be advertix d, touching 
| the Proceedings here in Eccleſia5tical Cauſes, 
becauſe you ſeem to note in them ſome» Inconſiſtency 
and Variation, as if we inclined ſometimes to one ſide, 
and ſometimes to another; and 4s if that Clemency 
and Lenity were not uſed of late, that was uſed in 
he beginning: All which you imputed to your own 
ſuperſicial Underſtanding of the Aﬀairs 1 this State, 
having, notwithſtanding Her Majeſty's doing in ſin- 
gular Keverence, as the real Pledges which ſhe hath 
_ given unto the World of her Sincerity in Religion, and 
| of the Wiſdom in Government, welhmeriteth. 
I am glad of this Occaſion, to impart that little 
| know in that Matter unto you, both for your own Sa- 
ti faction, and to the end you may make Uſe thereof, 


168 J 
towards any that ſhall not be ſo modefily and reaſona- 
bly minded as you are. dee e 

I find her Majeſty's Proceedings to have been 
grounded upon two Principles 
he one, That Conſciences are not to be forced, but 
to be won and reduced by force of Truth, with aid of 
Time, and by good Inſtrutt ions and Perſwaſions. 
Liberty of Conſcience, when it exceeds its due 
Bounds, I take to be matter of Fatt ion, loſes its Force, 
and Sovereign Princes ought diſtinctly to puniſh them 
fer their Contempt, tho* coloured with the pretext of 
_ Con[cience ans Rilinon... oo 
It was to theſe Principles, Her Majeſty coming to 
the Throne, and utterly diſliking the Tyranny of Rome, 
which had uſed by Terrour and Rigour to ſettle Com- 
mand ments of Mens Faith, and Conſciences ;, tho as 
a Princeſs of great Wiſdom and Magnanimity, She 


ſuffered but the Exerciſe of one Religion; yet her Pro- 
ceedings towards the Papiſts was with great. Lenity, | 


expecting the good Effects which Time might work 
in them; and therefore Her Majeſty revived. not the 
Laws made in the 28th and 35th of her Father*s Reign, 
whereby the Oath of Supremacy might have, been of- 
22 at the King's lk to any Subject, ſo he kept 
bus Conſcience never ſo modeſtly to himſelf, and the 
refuſal to take the ſame Oath, without further Cir- 
cumſtances was made Treaſon. But contrariwiſe, Her 
Majeſty not liking to make Windows into Mens Hearts 
and ſecret Thoughts, except the Abundance of them 
did over fluw into overt and expreſs Acts or Affirma- 
tions, tempered her Law ſo, as it reſtraineth every 
manifeſt Diſobedience, in impugning and impeaching, 
adviſedly and maliciouſly, Her Majeſty's Supream 
Power, maintaining — 4 Foreign Juriſdi- 
| Aion: And as for the Oath, it was altered by 


Her 


69 1 

Her Majeſty, into a more grateful Form : The hard- 
neſs of the Name and Appellation of Supream Head, 
wat removed, and the Penalty of the Refuſal thereof, 
turned only to diſablement to take any Promotion, or 
to hoo any charge, and yet of Liberty to be rein- 

veſt ed therein, if any Man ſhould accept thereof, du- 
ring his Life. But after, when Pius Qu intus Excom- 
municated Her Majeſty, and the Bulls of Excommu- 


nication were publiſhed in London, whereby Her 


Majeſty was in a ſort proſcribed, and that thereupon 
as upon 4 principal motive or preparative, followed 
the Rebellion in the North, yet becauſe the ill Hu- 
mour's 7 the Realm were by that Rebellion partly purg- 
ed, and that ſhe feared at that time no Foreign Inva- 
ſion, and much leſs the attempt of any within the 
| Realm, not back'd by ſome potent Pumer and Succour 
from wit bout, She contented her ſelf to make a Law 
_ againſt that ſpecial Caſe of bringing in, and publiſhing 
any Bulls, or the like Inſtruments , whereunto was 
added a Prohibition, upon Pain, not of Treaſon, but 
of an inferior degree of Puniſhment, againſt the 
bringing of the Agnus Dei's, and ſuch other Mer» 
Chandice of Rome, as are all known, not to be any 
eſſential part of the Romaniſts Religion, but only to 
be uſed in Pratt ice, as Love-Tokens, to inchant and 
bewitch the Peoples Affections from their Allegiance 
to their Natural Sovereign. In all other Points ber 
Majeſty continued her former Lenity : But when a- 
bout the Twentieth Tear of Her Regin, She bad diſ- 
covered in the King of Spain an intention to invade 
Her Dominions; and that a principal part of the Plot, 
was to prepare 4 Party within the Realm, that mig ht 
adhere to the Foreigner; and that the Seminaries be- 
gan to Bloſſom, and to ſend forth daily Pritſte, and 
profeſſed Men, who ſhould by Vow taken at Shrift, re- 
concile her Subjects from their Obedience, yea and bind 


many 


1 N 
many of them to attempt againſt Her Majeſty's facred 
yay to and that, by ho Poiſon which 100 {any | 
the Humours of mot Papiſts were altered, and that | 
they were no more Papiſts in Conſcience, and of Soft- 

neſs, but Papiſts in Faction: Then were there new 
Laws made, for the Puniſhment of ſuch as ſhould ſub= 
mit themſelves to fuch reconcilements, or renunciation 
of Obedience. And becauſe it was a Treaſon carried 
in the Clouds, and in wondeful Secrecy, and came ſel- 
= 4am to light, aud that there was no preſuſpicion there- 
Wt of ſo great, as the Recuſancy to come to Divine Ser- 
"RY dice, becauſe it was ſet down by their Decrees, that 
ro come to Church before Reconciliation was to live 
in Schiſm; but to come to Church after Reconcilement, 
was abſolutely Heretical aud Damnable. Thereforg 
there were added Laws containing puniſhment Pecuni- 
ary, VIZ. ſuch as might not enforce Conſciences, but 
infeeble and impoveriſh the Means of thoſe about whom 
it reſteth indifferent and ambiguous, whether they 
were reconciled or not: And when, not withſt and al! 
this proviſion, the Poiſon has diſperſed ſo ſecretly, 
as that there was no Means to ſtay it, but by reſtrain- 
ing the Merchants that brought it in: Then, laitly, 
there was added a Lam, whereby ſuch ſeditious 
Prieſts, of new Erection, were exiled ;, and thoſe that 
were at that time within the Land, ſhipped over, and 
fo commanded to keep hence upon pain of Treaſon. 
This hath been the proceeding, though inter mingled, 
not only with ſundry Examples of ber Majeſty's Grace 
towards ſuch as in her Wiſdom ſhe knew to be Papiſts 
in Conſcience, and not Faction and Singularity, but 
Alſo with extraordinary mitigation towards the Of- 
fenders in the higheſt degree, committed by Law, if they 
would but proteſt, that if in Caſe this Realm ſhould 
be invaded with a Foreign Army, by the Pope's Autho- 
rity, for the Cathlick Cauſe, as they term it, ey 


19% 


1 


. 
„ 


— -- 
Would take part with ber Majeſty; and not adhere ro 


her Enemies. 


For the other Party, which have been offenſive to the 


State, though in another Degree which named them- 

| ſelves Reformers, and we commonly call Puritans, this 

bath been the NY towards them, A = 
e 


while, when they inveighed againit ſuch abu 


piſtry; 4 Thing ac- 


were planted, there ſhould be no Vagabonds nor 


Beggars, a Thing very plauſible: And in like man- 
ner they promiſed the People, many of the impoſſible 
Wonders of their Diſcipline, beſides, they opened 

to the People a way to Government, by their Conſi- 
ſtory and Presbytery; 4 thing, though in Conſe- 
quence no leſs prejudicial to the Liberties of pri- 
vate Men, than to the Sovereignty. of Princes, yet 
in firſt ſhew very popular. Nevertheleſs this, ex- 


cept it were ſome few that entred into extream 


- 


s in 
the Church, as Pluralit ies, Non-reſidence, and the 
lille; Their Zeal was not condemned, only their Vi- 
ol ence was ſometimes Cenſured. When they refuſed 
the uſe of ſome Ceremonies and Rites, as Superſtitious, 
they were tolerated with much Connivency and Gen- 
tleneſs; yen, when they called in queſtion the Superi- 
ority of Biſhops, and pretended to a Democracy tw 
the Church; yet, their Propoſitions were here * 2 3 
dered, and by contrary Writings debated and diſ- 
cuſſed; yet all this while, it was perceived that 
their Courſe was dangerous, and very popular: As, 
| becauſe Papiſtry was odious, hook 
in their Mouths, That they ſought to purge the 
Church from the Reliques of Fa 
ceptable to the People, who love ever to run from one 
| extream to another. 1 1 
Becauſe multitudes of Rogues, and Poverty was an 
Ehe- ſore, and a Diſlike to every Man; therefore 
they pat into the Peoples head, That if Diſcipline 


re it nas ever 


 Softneſs from Singularity. Farewel. 
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Contempt, was born with, becauſe they pretenard 


in dutiful manner to make Propoſitions, and to leave 
it to the Providence of God, and the Authority of the 
Magiſtrate. But now of late Tears, when there iſſued 


from them that affirmed, the conſent of the Magi- 


ſtrate was not to be att ended; when under pretence 
of a Confeſſion, to avoid Slander and Imputations, 


they combined themſelves by Claſſes and Subſcriptions, 
when they deſcended into that wile and baſe means 
of defaming the Government of the Church by ridicu- 
Tous Paſquils; when they began to make 72 Sub- 
jects in doubt to take Oaths, which is one of the fun- 
damental Parts of Juſtice in this Land; and 
in all places, when they began both to vaunt of 
their ſtrength, and number of their Partizans and 


Followers, and to uſe Comminations that their Cauſe 


would prevail, through Uproar and Violence; then it 


5 | . 
appeared to be no more Zeal, no more Conſcience, but 


 naeer Faction and Diviſion : And therefore, though 
the State were compelled to hold ſomewhat a harder 
hand to reſtrain them than before, yet was it with 


as great moderation, as the Peace of the State or Church 


could permit. And therefore, Sir, to conclude, con- 


ſider uprightly of theſe Matters, and you ſhall ſee Her 


Majeſty is no more a Temporizer in Religion: It is 


not the Succeſs abroad, nor the Change of Servants 


here at home, can alter her; only as things themſelves 
alter, She applied her Religious Wiſdom to Methods 


correſpondent unto them, Ftill retaining the Two Rules 
before mentioned, in dealing tenderly with Conſciences, 
and yer in diſcovering Faction from Conſcience, and 


Your loving Friend, 
Fr. N. alſingham. 
= 


SS 


The Learned Dr. Burnet, late the Right Re- 
verend Biſhop of Sarum, firſt publiſhed this 
Letter in the ſecond Part of his Hiſtory of the 
Reformation, Pag. 418. and had he joincd it to 
his Preface of Perſecution before Lactantius his 


Book of the Death of Perſecutors, it would have 


vindicated the Proceedings againſt Difſenters in 
the Reign of King Charles II. trom the Odium of 
' Perſecution, when the Laws were ſo juſtly and de- 
ſervedly executed againſt them, for their inſolent 
provocations. „ 


This Sir Francis Malſing bam was ſome time be- 


fore a Friend and Favourer of the Puritanical Par- 


ty, and therefore he is not in the leaſt to be ſuſ- 
pected of doing them wrong, in the Account which 


he hath given of their unruly, boiſterous Carriage 


to the Government. 1 5 ö 
The Lord Keeper Pucker;ng gave the like Ac- 


count of their ungovernable Temper, and how 


dangerous they were to the Government, in his 


| Speech tothe Houſe of Lords, by Qneen Elizabeth's 


Command, which you have as follows. 


Part of my Lord Keeper Puckering*s Speech 


Ke 
*s + 
* ” 


 ron'd ghont with potent Enemies from abrond, 


in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. 


N the Days of Queen Flizabeth the Puritans, 


as well as Papiſts, perſecuted Her Majeſty fo 


vigorouſly, that they thereby open'd the Door, 
and prepared the way to the Spaniſh In vaſion, and 
although they were very troubleſome, and made 
à Noiſe with their great Numbers, which would 
ariſe by diſobling them, which were implicite 
Threatnings, to awe her Majeſty into a favour- 

able Compliance with their inſolent Demands, 


yet even In that critical time, when ſhe was invi- 


ſhe 
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1 
mours of theſe domeſtick Foes, nor would ſhe 
| ſtoop fo much beneath the Honour and Dignity 
Fn, of the Government as to condeſcend, even in 
that juncture of time, to their unreaſoneble as 
well as ungodly Defires. And though they had al- 


s 1 ſo great Favcurers of them at Court, as the Earl 


of Leiceſter, Sir Francis Malſingham and others, that 
were ready to plead in their Behalf, yet would 

not her Majeſty be prevaild upon in favour or out 
of fear of them, to do the true Religion and the 


= Church fo much wrong as to grant them any In- 


dulgence. She did not like the Hobbian Politicks 

of the preſent Age, nor would ſhe adventure upon 
the diſpleaſing of God and the making him her 

Enemy, to gratifie them and gain their Friendſhip, 
by eſtabliſhing ſo great a Sin as Schiſm or Tole- 
ration is, but having a good Cauſe and truſting in 
God for a Bleſſing on it, ſhe was ſo far from giv- 
ing them any Indulgence, out of fear of their 
great numbers, of which they boaſted not a little, 
that ſhe proceeded againſt them with greater Cou- 
rage and Reſolution, and immediately before the 
Spaniſh Invaſion, ſhe moved the Parliament againſt 
them, and gave order to the then Lord Keeper 
Puckering to warn the Parliament not to hearken 
to them: which accordingly he did in his Speech, 

in the Honfe of Lords in the following Words. 

„ Eſpecially you are commanded by her 
„ Majeſty to take heed, that no ear be given, nor 
time afforded to the weariſome Sollicitations of 
e thoſethat are commonly called Puritans, where- 
* withal the late Parliaments have been exceed- 
„„ ingly importun'd, which ſort of Men, while in 
< the giddineſs of their Spirits, they labour and 
© ſtrive to advance a new Elderſhip, they do no- 
© thing elſe but diſturb the good+repaſe of the 
Church, and the Common-wealth, wigich is el 

. [EEE «© We 
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ſhe was nothing terrified with the impetuous Cla- | 


LESS 9: 
* well grounded for the Body of Religion it ſelf, 
© and as well guided for the Diſcipline as any 
& Realm that profeſſeth the Truth. And as the 


« preſent Caſe ſtandeth it may be doubted, whe- 


© ther they or the Jeſuits do offer more Danger, 


or be more ſpeedily to be repreſſed. For albeit 
© the Jeſuits do empoiſon the Hearts of her Maje- 
© ſty's Subjects under a pretext of Conſcience, yet 
they do it but cloſely and only in privy Corners, 
© but theſe Men do both publiſh in their printed 


c Books, and teach in all their Coventicles, ſundry 
* opinions, not only dangerous to the well ſettled 


< State and Policy of the Realm, by putting a 


4 Pique between the Clergy and the Laity, but al- 


c fo much derogatory to her Sacred Majeſty and 


e her Crown, as well by the diminution of her an- 
« cient and lawful revenues, and by denying her 


© highneſs's Prerogative and Supremacy,as by of- 

< fering peril to her Majeſty's ſafety in her won 
Kingdom. In all which things (however in ma- 
e ny other points, they pretend to be at War with 

* the popiſh Jeſuits, yet)by the Separation of them- 

<« ſelves from the unity of their fellow Subjects, and 

& by abuſing the ſacred Authority and Majeſty of 

e their Prince, they do both join and concur with 

e the Jeſuits in opening the door and preparing 

ce the way to the Spaniſh invaſion that is threatned 


ce apalaſt the Realm. 


Archbiſhop Uſher in his Annals, who being ſent into Eng- 


land in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, did ſo dexteroully 
cCounterfeit the Puritans, that he drew vaſt Numbers after 
him; by railing againſt the Pope, calling him rhe Whore 
of Babylon, the Scarlet whore, and ſuch like; ſaying that 
the Liturgy of the Church of England was but a Tranſlati- 

on of the Maſs Book, c. And after he had done his ut. 
moſt Endeavours to divide us (for their Rule is divide G 
-impera) he return'd to Rome, and throwing himſelf at the 


:Pope's Feet, begged hs os for violating his holy Functi- 


I ſhall only hint the Story of Father Commins, (which has 
lately appear'd even in our News-Papers) recorded by 
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82 [+ the good Father not only took him up, bun Mx 


Ducts and 2000 Pardons for his good Ser- 
end added ro his Name the Title of Fayhbful. Where: 
Neil Libber that came along wick him preachd up Po. 
perry only, and ſo did more Miſchief than good, and wass 
| 2 7c ler Peg 0 © 
I T ſhall conclude all gh Paſſige gut gf 55 Reverend 
EL Vol. I. P. 218, 219 aSfollows. ... 
Fron hatch we {ee the e or ee 
ſuch Hojwotrable Names and Appellations to the worſt of 
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6 re, and baſe reproachful Titles to the heſte 
uc 


Such as are calling Fa77on, and e their Princes 
Face, Petitioning ; Fanaticiſm, and Schiſm, True proteſtantiſmz 
Sacrilege and Rapine, Thorough Reformation, and the like. 


As, onthe eee branding conformity to the Rules and 
Rites of the beſt 


dd ions Name of Formelity; and traduc ing all Religious, Con- 


hurch in the World, with the falſe and 


ſeientious Obſervers of them, as Mungrel- Proteſtants, and 
E %e Maſquerade. and indeed many are, and have been, 
called Papiſts of late Years, whom thoſe very Perſons, wo 
call them ſo know to be far from being ſo: But what then 
do they mean, by fixing ſuch falſe Characters upon rand 
n 


even againſt their own Canſciences? Why, they mean and 


deſign this: They would ſet ſuch a Mark upon thoſe,wh 


tbey hate,/as may cauſe their Throats to be cut, and there . 


Eſtates to be ſeized upon, when the Rabble ſhall be let 
Jooſe upon the Government once again, which ſuch beg- 
gar ly, malicious Fellows impatiently hope, and long for. 
Though, I doubt not, (how much ſocver Knaves ma 
abufe fouls with Words for 4 Time) but there will come 
a Day, in which the moſt active Papits; will be found un- 
the Puritan Mask; in which it will appear, that the Con- 
ventieſo bes been the Jeſuites ſafeſt Kennel, and the Papiſts 


themſelves, as well as the Fanaticks, have been Managers 


of all thoſe monſtrous Out- crys 3 to the Ru- 
ine of thoſe Proteſtants whom they moſt hate, and who . 
lone they fear. It being no unheard-of Trick for'a Thief, 
when he is cloſely purſued, to cry our, Step che Thief, and 
thereby diverting the ſuſpit og from himſelf, to get clear 
a Wa ' 3 7 10 | 5 er 11 — v6 %%, 347 Wa $ +2 72 & erh 16 Pa” 


I will add no mote butmyhearty ! "A 
he would be pleas oF hisingnite Goodneſs to prevent ts 
"Ike evil Practices fgrakit Nite za bome, tho“ we — 1 
8 Reaſon to fer the 58 1 ill carrying on their old 
igns; what elſe means à Charge (not yet anfwered that 
I know.cft') in the Reverend Dr. Snape s 24 Letter, That. a 


. ſuit is even now entertain in one of our Right Reverend 
Houles? 3 
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